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Tourism

Exploring  Marsa Matrouh.. 
where nature meets history

Marsa Matrouh lies 267 miles far from Cairo. It has a 
beautiful 4.5 miles beach with almost pure white 

sands. The water is a pristine, turquoise blue, and the jagged 
rocks that tumble to the shore set off the soft white sand 
beaches -- everywhere you look, you see a postcard here. 
Marsa Matrouh shares its history with some famous 
figures. Alexander the Great is said to have stopped here 
on his way to the Siwa Oasis and Cleopatra is reputed to 
have come here to bathe. It was here that General Rommel 
set up his field headquarters and directed German troops 
in the decisive Battle of El-Alamein in 1942.

Marsa Matrouh is famous for its beautiful beaches with 
soft white sands which remain, along with the serenity of 
the crystal clear sea water, protected from the high seas by 
a series of rocks forming a natural wave breaker. 

Starting off in the coastal city itself, you can find Rommel’s 
Beach adjacent to the Corniche, named after the German army 
chief who commanded forces in the area during World War 
II and transformed a cave located on the rocky beach into 
his headquarters. Around 5km outside of the city, you’ll 
find Cleopatra’s Beach, known for its beautiful natural 
rock formations. According to local legend, this is 
the spot where Cleopatra and Mark Anthony used 
to swim.  Leaving Cleopatra beach behind, if you 
head east you can make a quick stop at Gharam 
Beach, or Love Beach, which takes its name from 
the film of the same name from almost 60 years 
ago. The film starred actress and singer Laila 
Mourad, who performed a song while standing 
on the rock in the middle of the beach. A 
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little further outside the city is El-Obayed 
Beach, known for its bright white sand and 
calm waters. The final beach on the list is 
perhaps the most impressive of the lot; Agiba, 
meaning miracle in Arabic, is a u-shaped bay 
located between high cliffs. It is known for its 
dazzling turquoise water, and the view of the 
bay from the top of the cliffs is spectacular. 
Marsa Matrouh’s postcard-perfect beaches

Cleopatra’s Beach
One of the largest beaches in Marsa 

Matrouh which is recommended if you would 
like to have a good swim. The rock of Cleopatra 
is a huge rock, 20 meters from the shore. 
There is an opening in the rock that enables 
people to go inside. It is not very wide inside 
it but you can see the water waves coming 
from the top of the rock and emptying inside 
the rock. There are openings at the top of 
the rock that enable the sunshine to make 
the water warm forming a natural sun bath. 
People claim that Queen Cleopatra used to 
come to this beach to enjoy this sun bath 
hundreds of years ago. 
Agiba Beach

Agiba Beach is the pride of Matrouh, 
Located 24 km from Matrouh down town. 
It is set between protecting cliffs, and a nice 
reception area has been built on top of one 
of these. The sand is cleaner here, and the 
temperature cooler. The day ends earlier on 
the beach because the sun gets hidden by 
the cliffs. 
El-Obayed Beach

It is about 18 km to the west of Matrouh, 
famed for its tranquil water and white sand. 
The water in this beach is very calm to the 
extent you feel that you are in a swimming 
pool.
Rommel Beach

It is located 2.5 km from Matrouh at 
Rommel Island in front of the eastern harbor.A 
significant factor of this beach is the light 
shade of blue color of the sea water in it as it 
is just breathtaking.  Rommel Beach, where 

Rommel supposedly unwound with a quick 
dip at the end of a hard day’s strategizing, is 
just past Rommel’s Cave and is the closest 
to town.
El-Gharam Beach

More than fifty years ago, the late famous 
Egyptian singer, Layla Murad, sang while 
sitting on a huge rock in this beach. The song 
name was “Baheb Etenein Sawa, El-Maya we 
El-hawa”, which means I love two things in 
life, the water and the air. This song was in 
a scene of an old famous Egyptian movie 
about a man who meets a woman in Marsa 
Matrouh while he was on vacation and falls 
in love with her. The first time he sees her 
is when she is singing the song. The name 
of the movie was “Shate’ El-Gharam”, or the 
beach of love, and this is the reason why this 
beach was called so. Although the beach can 
become quite crowded at times, there are sure 
places for everybody at El- Gharam Beach 
because of its vast length. 
North Coast

Stretching for about 400km along the 
Mediterranean Sea lays the North Coast. It 
includes many resorts that are considered 
Egypt’s high society summer resorts. The 
North Coast is famous for its white sandy 
beaches and turquoise colored water. The 
North Coast was also the site were the Alamein 
Battle took place during WWII.
Marsa Matrouh’s ًًًًَAncient History

Marsa Matrouh has a rich history, ancient 
and more modern.In ancient times, Marsa 
Matrouh was known as  “Amunea” as it 
was the gateway to Siwa, home to a temple 
dedicated to the god “Amun”. In Ptolemaic and 
Byzantine times it was known as Paraitonion 
and in Roman times, as Paraetonium.There 
are a number of monuments and remains that 
date back to the Roman and Greek periods. 
Old references mention that Alexander the 
Great was the one who built it. It is said that 
Alexander the Great stopped here during 
his historical expedition to pay tribute, and 
sacrifice, to the god Amun, so that he becomes 
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Amun’s son and his rule be a historical 
continuation of the pharaohs. There are also 
ruins of a temple from the time of Rameses 
II (1200 B.C.) in Matrouh.Ramses II built a 
summer palace here more than 3,000 years ago 
which was the epitome of luxury compared 
to the cave used as Rommel’s AfrikaKorps 
headquarters during the Second World War. 
Within few kilometers of the center of Marsa 
Matrouh lie the remains of Cleopatra’s Palace, 
next to her famous baths and the Ptolemaic 
Egyptian Fleet Anchorage with the remains 
of its naval installations.  
Siwa Protected Area Oasis

Located between the Libyan border and the 
Qattara Depression in northwest Egypt, Siwa 
Oasis has been designated as a protectorate 
for its faunal and cultural diversity. Siwa has 
many lakes and over a thousand springs. Siwa 
supports the endangered Slender-horned 
Gazelle. Typical birds include the Turtle. 
Dove During your stay in Siwa, it would be a 
great idea to spend your free time observing 
the surrounding nature.
Cleopatra bath

Situated about 5 km. to the west of Marsa 
Matrouh city, it is a huge stone where the sea 
water passes through tunnels carved throughout 
the rock allowing the water to flow to the sea 
once again. It is said that Cleopatra bathed 
in this area and archaeological discoveries 
determined that there are remains of a palace 
used by Cleopatra on the hill opposite her 
bathing area.
Rommel Museum

This is the only museum in Egypt carved 
inside a mountain containing war memorabilia 
such as guns, ammunition and other war 
devices which were a gift presented by the 
son of Rommel. Facing the city is Rommel’s 
Cave, originally cut by the Romans to store 
grain.  The former HQ for General Erwin 
Rommel’s push against the British in North 
Africa, the cave is now a museum that 
contains some of the brilliant AfrikaKorps 
commander’s belongings including his 
compass, photographs, maps and clothing.

The museum also gives details of the battle 
of El- Alamein, where Montgomery and the 
British 8th army finally turned the tide against 
Rommel in World War II.  Excursions to the 
site of the El-Alamein battle are also available. 
Visitors can also see British Cemetery where 
thousands of rock hewn tombstones stand 
in rows amidst a fenced garden, the German 
Cemetery which is an impressive memorial 
built on a high bluff overlooking the sea and 
the high hill fort of the Italian Cemetery.
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Under auspices of  President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi,the first Egyptian International 
Economic Conference “Matrouh the Future of  Investment” was launched on 24 
October 2015 in the northwestern province of  Marsa Matrouh with the aim attracting 
investment opportunities mainly from the Middle East.Dubbed as “Matrouh, The Future 
of  Investment,” the conference addressed investment opportunities in agriculture, 
fisheries, real estate and mineral resources fields the sectors. During his visit to the 
UAE, the Governor of  Matrouh Alaa Abu Zeid has initially signed deals worth $12 billion 
to establish 10 investment projects, four of  which are industrial and touristic projects 
worth $5 billion. The deals were officially concluded during the conference.
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vestment projects include:

The development of the Rommel plateau through the 
establishment of a group of hotels, restaurants and coffee 
shops in addition to establishing the biggest dancing  fountain 
worldwide in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea.

The implementation of a residential-tourist compound with 
a trade centre in the village of Gamima in Dabaa.

The development of Agiba plateau through the establishment 
of atourist project in Um Al-Rakham village.

The establishment of a number of tourist hotels in the villages 
of Abu Marmik and Al-Gifera, Dabaa. 

The establishment of a recreational center in Al-Hawala area 
comprising international fanfare city, open-air zoo, open-air 
water park, medical city, sports city as well as a residential 
compound.  

recreational center

The Future of the Investment

Matrouh,
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Egypt is to establish its first nuclear power plant after signing an agreement 
with Russia in February 2015. The plant in Matrouh’sDabaa would have 
a capacity of 4,800MW. The implementation of Dabaa plant is expected 
before the end of 2017. The construction of the plant is expected to be 
completed in 2022, with the first of its four reactors set to start energy 
production in 2024.

new fisheries project 

The establishment of new fisheries in the village of Ghazzal 
in Siwa on an area of 58 feddans, olive oil factory and springs 
water bottling plant. 

Dabaa nuclear plant contracts with Russia concluded
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 Egypt in World Cup
 Russia 2018

After 28 years of absence


