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Serious Egyptian Orientation towards 
African Continent

Editorial

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s tour to four African countries: Tanzania, Rwanda, 
Gabon and Chad during 14-18 August comes within the framework of President 
Sisi’s foreign visits aiming to develop and strengthen Egyptian-African relations, 
consolidate political and economic cooperation, discuss common issues and review 
Egypt’s vision on the future of the Continent and means of containing the crises and 
challenges facing Africa, especially the issue of combating terrorism.

The tour strengthens the Egyptian export strategy for the African Continent and 
opens up new horizons for Egyptian products. Economic file topped President Sisi’s 
talks with the leaders of the four African nations. Commercial relations between 
Egypt and African nations witness remarkable increase amounting to $4.8 billion 
in 2016 compared to $4.5 billion in 2015. The value of Egyptian exports to African 
nations in 2016 amounted to $3.4 billion whereas imports amounted to $1.3 billion. 
The volume of trade between Egypt and the four African states of President Sisi’s 
tour - Tanzania, Rwanda, Gabon and Chad - reached in 2016 some $73 million in 
total; 69 million of which are Egyptian exports and about 4 million are imports. The 
African market is vast and opportune to host Egyptian investments that would push 
forward development and standard of living in African states and boost the Egyptian 
economy as well.

The Egyptian-African rapprochement shows the awareness of President Sisi’s 
leadership of Africa’s importance to Egypt in terms of general security as well as water 
security. The recently-concluded African tour of President Sisi seeks closer ties with 
African states to ensure the security of Egypt’s share of the Nile River water and to 
promote mutual trade and investment.  

Just days after President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi wrapped up his African tour, Somali 
President Mohamed Abdullah Farmajo visited Egypt. That makes the Egyptian-Somali 
summit the fifth African get-together in one week. Moreover, this is the first visit by 
Farmajo to Egypt since he assumed office on February 8, 2017. 

Out of these givens, the tour’s results have many strategic implications for the 
Egyptian policy on various African, regional and international levels.
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Sisi and Driss Deby

ال
sisi and John Magofole

Sisi and Paul Kagame

Sisi and Bongo

 President Sisi’s tour deepens 
Egypt’s stance towards Africa 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s four-day African tour 

including Tanzania, Rwanda, Gabon and Chad, bears a lot of 

strategic indications of the Egyptian policy on the African, 

regional and international arenas. The tour is an actual 

translation of the Egyptian foreign policy in Africa within 

the framework of Egypt’s openness to the Continent, its 

keenness to continue enhancing relations with the African 

states in all domains and intensify communication and 

coordination with these states that constitute one of the 

most Egyptian important foreign political circles. 

An in-depth look at the four countries shows that the 

Egyptian movement on the continental level has several 

axes and circles: Tanzania in East Africa, Rwanda is a Nile 

Basin country and Chad and Gabon lie in central Africa in 

a way that cements the idea of the multiple circles of the 

Egyptian role in Africa, in addition to the African Horn, 

Southern Africa and West Africa. 

In this context, the Egyptian policy towards the tour’s 

four countries and Africa in general, is keen to highlight 

a package of historical and strategical constants mainly: 

support of principles of the regional cooperation and 

creation of an Egyptian role in the economic and human 

resources development. 

Consequently, the motto “Security, Development and Regional Integration” has become 

Egypt’s message to the Continent on one hand and the Egyptian approach in the international 

forums on the other. 
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The history of relations with Tanzania, Rwanda, 

Gabon and Chad has covered aspects of mutual 

interest on the political, economic, security, 

cultural and educational arenas. Moreover, these 

countries join Egypt in the membership of various 

groupings and organizations like: The African Union, 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation, COMESA, 

Nile Basin Initiative, NEPAD and Sahel and Sahara 

Group. This allows multiplicity and diversity of the 

mutual, regional and international vistas of relations 

and cooperation especially in building the African 

peace and security, counter terrorism, sustainable 

development…etc. 

In this context, grooming of the human resources 

figures high of cooperation between Egypt and the four states through dispatching hundreds of 

Egyptian experts and hosting big numbers of African citizens to receive training in judiciary, 

police, education, diplomatic affairs and media, besides offering medical and food aid. 

Tanzania:The Egyptian-Tanzanian relations are based on the principles of cooperation 

and understanding in the social, economic, political, security and defense fields, besides 

their cooperation in human rights and efforts in the area of unity and development of the 

African Continent. Moreover, the two countries have strong political relations that date 

back to the era of the two leaders Abdel Nasser and Nyerere in a way that helped in the 

establishment of the Organization of African Unity. So, the two countries’ incumbent leaders 

work to build on this historical heritage to push the African Union forward.Politically, East 

Africa’s files top the two countries’ interests especially supporting stability and re-building 

the state of Somalia. 

Rwanda: Egypt and Rwanda concentrate on the economic side to enhance bilateral 

economic ties. Rwanda is relying on the role played by the Egyptian Agency of Partnership 

for Development (EAPD) in upgrading the human capabilities. Also, the file of the Egyptian 

investments figures high on the presidential visit’s agenda for future cooperation. In the 

same context, Egypt-Rwanda economic ties enjoy a remarkable advantage because the 

two countries are members to COMESA, and the Egyptian-made products are increasingly 

salable in Rwanda’s market. 

Nasser and Nkrumah

forward.Politically
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Organization of African Unity

Gabon: Gabon is one of the most key political players in Central Africa, so coordination 

of stances between the two countries acquires a higher importance especially in Central 

African Republic and Congo, in addition to boosting economic ties. In the cultural and 

educational fields, Gabon hosts an Al-Azhar 13 members mission, which contributes to 

building bridges of cultural and educational rapprochement, in addition to the scholarships 

offered annually by Al-Azhar to Muslim Gabonese. 

Chad: The security situations in Sahel and Sahara tops Egypt-Chad coordination, taking 

into consideration Chad’s important roles in this area, and in light of Egypt’s hosting of the 

Sahel and Sahara’s defense ministers’ meetings last year, Egypt’s initiative to establish a 

counter terrorism center and Egypt’s proposal to provide training for the officers in Cairo. 

In the same context, Egypt-Chad consultation acquires a significant importance concerning 

the Libyan file since the two countries are members to the “Libyan Neighboring States” 

mechanism.
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As President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi concludes his Africa tour, a report issued 

by the State Information Service tracks the leader’s foreign visits since he took 

office in 2014 citing a priority given to boosting relations with the African 

Continent. President Sisi visited 21 African countries- including the recent 

African tour- out of 69 foreign visits since he took office, thus representing 30 
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percent of all his visits. Also President Sisi held 112 meetings with African 

leaders and officials who visited Egypt over the last 3 years out of 543 

president meetings with leaders and senior officials of the world as well as 

international organizations. 

The political discourse of President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi - both internally 

and externally - emphasizes the historical and strategic importance of the 

Egyptian-African relations and the pride of Egypt in its African belonging. 

He stressed that: “We are determined to return Egypt to its place and to 

contribute effectively to the rest of the Continent in the face of the challenges, 

in particular terrorism, organized crime, epidemics and environmental 

degradation”. President Sisi has been keen to participate in several African 

summits since he took office in Egypt in 2014, which he started with the 

attendance of the Malabo summit. 

There is no doubt that this presidential interest was met with African 

appreciation, manifested in the African support for Egypt’s representation in 

the non-permanent membership of the Security Council, the chairmanship 

of the African Union’s Climate Change Committee, Egypt’s membership in 

the African Peace and Security Council and the African Union’s support for 

the nomination of Ambassador Moushira Khattab as the representative of 

the Continent for the post of UNESCO director general. 

The Egyptian policy - at the African level - adopts the principle of “a 

win-win situation,” especially with regard to the Egyptian vision for the 

sustainable development of the Nile Basin countries, which was clearly 

confirmed by President Sisi at the Nile Basin Summit in Entebbe last June. 

According to the Egyptian presidency, President Sisi’s African tour reflects 

Egypt’s “keenness to bolster relations on the African Continent in all fields, 

intensify coordination and communication with its African brothers, as 

well as boost cooperation with African countries on all levels, especially in 

economic and trade ties.” 
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President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi’s visit to Tanzania

In first presidential visit since 1968 to Dar es Salaam:

 Sisi: Egypt looking forward to boosting trade

exchange, investments with Tanzania

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said Cairo 
is willing to boost ties with Libreville to 
cover all political, economic and military 
fields. During talks with Gabonese President 
Ali Bongo Ondimba, President Sisi termed 
bilateral ties ‘special’ as Egypt eyes closer 
partnership to maintain development and 
stability in both countries. The one-on-one 
talks were held prior to an open session that 
was attended by delegations from both sides. 

Ondimba, who described Sisi’s visit 

‘historic’, said his country is keen on building 
stronger relationship with Egypt at all 
levels, especially economic and commercial 
cooperation, asserting the importance of 
activating deals made by two sides last year.  
The Gabonese president hailed Sisi’s openness 
towards Africa, adding Egypt is a major 
economic player of a ‘good reputation’.

For his part, President Sisi extended 

greetings to the people of Gabon on the occasion 
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 Egypt keen on promoting relations
with Tanzania

Extended talks with the delegations of the two countries

of national day. He hailed results of the national 

dialogue initiative launched by the Gabonese 

President that bolstered stability in the African 

country.  Also, President Sisi said Cairo is keen 

on increasing Egyptian investments in Gabon 

and enhancing private sector cooperation in 

both sides. The two leaders’ meeting took up 

the developments in Africa and means to solve 

the crises that hit some countries in the content.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi called for 

intensifying efforts to enhance cooperation 

with Gabon and increase trade between the two 

countries, adding an agreement was reached 

to re-launch the joint Egyptian-Gabonese 

committee, which has been suspended since 

2008. The committee is set to hold a meeting 

in Gabon later this year, Sisi said.

 He further praised efforts exerted by 

Ondimba to restore peace and security in 

central Africa.President Sisi wished more 

success and progress for the Gabonese people, 

and congratulated Ondimba on the positive 

results of the national dialogue, which has 

been recently launched in the African country.

Africa.President
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 Egypt and Tanzania: 53 years of Mutual
Cooperation for Peace and Development

 Nasser, Nyerere established relations bases. Sisi,

Magufuli lead to the future

Sisi and Magouli Nasser and Nairiri

Egypt and Tanzania have close historical relations. The two countries in 2014 celebraed 
the 50th anniversary of establishing the diplomatic bilateral relations, when Salem Ahmed 
Salem former secretary-general of Organization of African Unity became the first Tanzanian 
ambassador in Egypt in 1964 after the unity between Tanganyika and Zanzibar.

In accordance with the Tanzania Foreign Ministry and Cooperation with East Africa’s 
Statement, President Abdel-Fatah El-SiSi’s visit to Tanzania aims to enhance and strengthen 
the diplomatic and social bilateral relations as well as providing the chance for the two leaders 
to discuss various issues of mutual concern besides that of the region and the international area. 

The Tanzanian Foreign Ministry has emphasized that the bilateral diplomatic relations are 
historical since the era of the first Tanzanian president Julis Nyerere and late president Gamal 
Abdel Nasser. 

Bilateral political relations have witnessed a great development since President Abdel  Fattah 
El-Sisi assumed office, and Tanzania has been keen to participate in the inauguration ceremony 
of President El-Sisi in June 2014. 

Also, Tanzanian Foreign Minister at that time Bernard Membe highlighted the necessity 
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of Egypt’s return to undertake its natural and 
historical role in the African Union’s activties. 
In his meeting with the Egyptian ambassdor 
in Tanzania in February 2016, President 
John Magufuli asserted his unlimited support 
for Egypt’s stability and security. Moreover, 
Magufuli expressed his appreciation for Egypt 
and its role in the past and present, praising the 
distinguished bilateral relations. 

The Tanzanian President voiced interest to 
dvelop the commercial and economic relations 
with Egypt, asserting that Tanzania needs to 
cooperate with Egypt in various fields and called 
for the Egyptian investors to probe the available 
cooperation opportunities in Tanznia in all fields 
mainly construction and building. 

During the 28th African Union Summit in 
Adis Ababa in January 2017, President Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi met his Tanzanian counterpart 
President John Magufuli, where President Sisi 
voiced Egypt’s desire to develop cooperation 
with Tanzania in all fields, increase the voume 
of economic cooperation and trade exchange 
between them. Also, the President affirmed 
the importance of intensifying the consutation 
and coordination between the two countries 
amidst the existing common chalenges especially 
terrorism, which threatens the whole African 
continent. President John Magufuli highlighted 
Tanzania’s keenness to developing the close 
and historical bilateral relations. Moreover, 
he praised Egypt that restored its leading 
role in Africa in addition to its achievements 
in development and stability during the past 
two years. He expressed the appreciation of his 
country for Egypt’s technical support, offered to 

theTanzanian people in building of capabilities 
and training. 

On the level of economic relations and 
trade, the two countries signed, in October 
2002, an agreement for the establishment of a 
Tanzanian-Egyptian Business Council between 
the Egyptian Businessmen Association and 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce, Industry 
and Agriculture of Tanzania. In 2015, the two 
countries concluded the negotiations on the 
abolition of customs duties on intra-trade in the 
context of the establishment of a tripartite free 
trade zone between the major economic blocs of 
Africa: “COMESA, SADC, and the East African 
Community, “ which was signed during Sharm 
El-Sheikh Summit in 2015. 

The volume of trade exchange between 
the two sides reached US 10.5 million (2010 
estimates). The Egyptian exports to Tanzania 
include food and chemical products, metals, 
products of stone or cement, plastic, pulp and 
pasteboard, wood and paper products, charcoal 
and live animals, shoes and optical devices. As 
for the imports, they include wood, raw leather 
and chemical products. Egypt seeks to operate 
a navigation line through the Red Sea starting 
from the Egyptian port of Safaga to link the East 
African countries overlooking its coast to boost 
economic and trade relations between the two 
countries. In addition, Egypt seeks to launch a 
river navigation line through the Mediterranean 
Sea, to pass through all Nile Basin states and 
ends at Lake Victoria .

Egyptian consulting and engineering offices 
play a prominent role in the national mega 
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projects in Tanzania, such as the construction 
of the “Kiqampona” bridge connecting the two 
sides of the city of Dar es-Salaam, which was 
opened last year. Besides, they played a role in 
the expansion of Julius Nyerere Airport, which 
is being implemented at present.

In addition, a number of the major Egyptian 
companies including the Arab Contractors 
Company operate in Tanzania, where 
infrastructure construction is booming. In the 
file of agricultural cooperation, the Egyptian 
Ministry of Agriculture holds training programs to 
the Tanzanian agronomists through the common-
standard farm shared with Zanzibar by Egyptian 
experts who are permanently resident in the 
farm and train Tanzanian cadres on the latest 
agricultural techniques suitable for the local soil. 

Within the framework of Egypt’s interest 
in technical cooperation with Tanzania, the 
Egyptian Agency of Partnership for Development 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs provides 
several training courses in the most important 
fields, including agriculture, judiciary, media, 
diplomacy and defense. To enhance parliamentary 
diplomacy, at present, a joint parliamentary 
friendship association is being established 
between the Egyptian House of Representatives 
and the Tanzanian National Assembly (Tanzanian 
House of Representatives). 

The mutual visits exchanged by the two 
countries show that the two countries are keen 
to strengthen their relations in various fields.
In November2016, the Egyptian Minister of 
Irrigation and Water Resources visited Tanzania 
to inaugurate the second phase of groundwater 
wells north Tanzania. The second phase included 

30 wells that were completely  financed by Egypt, 
bringing the total number of the wells dug by 
Egypt to 60 within a project that targets 100 
in the deprived areas in Tanzania. Moreover, 
the Egyptian Minister of Agriculture and Land 
Reclamation visited Tanzania in November 2015 
to attend the inauguration ceremony of President 
John Magufuli. The Egyptian Minister conveyed 
to the Tanzanian President wishes of success of 
President Sisi and people and government of 
Egypt to lead his people towards progress and 
prosperity. In June 2014, the Tanzanian Foreign 
Minister Bernard Membe paid a visit to Egypt to 
attend the inauguration ceremony of President 
Sisi. 

On the level of cooperation in health sector, the 
Egyptian “Nile of Hope Foundation” launched in 
July 2017, the fourth specialized convoy of hope 
to perform pediatric and congenital malformation 
surgeries in Zanzibar, Tanzania to treat children 
with congenital malformation for free. The convoy 
performed more than 50 surgeries and medical 
examinations for more than 200 children. Prior 
to that, in August 2016, a delegation consisting 
of 7 physicians from Alexandria University 
visited Tanzania and Zanzibar island, under the 
agreement signed between Alexandria University 
and the Tanzanian University of Muhambili to 
enhance health and scientific cooperation between 
the two universities in surgeries for children. This 
visit is the third for the third year in a row paid 
by a medical delegation from the University, as 
another medical team visited Tanzania in the 
past two years to perform surgeries and treat 
children who need urgent medical care. 
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Sisi reviews with Kagame security, development, 

counter-terrorism files

Sisi opens new door for cooperation with Rwanda

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi visited Kigali, the second leg of an African tour that 

includes Tanzania, Gabon and Chad. The Egyptian leader was welcomed by his Rwandan 

couterpart Paul Kagame. The national anthems of both nations were played and guards of 

honor lined up to salute President Sisi. The president was also welcomed by senior Rwandan 

officials, the Egyptian ambassador and members of the Egyptian Embassy. Presidents Sisi 

and Kagame held a session of talks covering means to enhance bilateral relations in all fields 

and a number of other issues of mutual interest.A dinner banquet was held for the Egyptian 

leader after the talks. 

Egypt stresses importance of bigger AU role in Africa 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said that Egypt and Rwanda agree on the importance of 

having the African Union play a bigger role in the Continent. Egypt is keen on working with 

Rwanda in the fields of agriculture and trade exchange, President Sisi said in a joint press 

conference with his Rwandan counterpart Paul Kagame. 

The president stressed the need to boost cooperation with Rwanda, particularly where 

honing skills and sharing know-how is concerned.  He noted that this is done through technical 

support programs provided by the Egyptian Agency of Partnership for Development (EAPD) 

and the Egyptian initiative for the development of Nile Basin countries.  President Sisi 

told reporters that he and Kagame agreed on the importance of holding a joint committee 

meeting as soon as possible. 

Kagame said Egypt plays a key role in achieving positive change in Africa. Cairo acts to 

help African countries achieve further economic progress, the Rwandan president added.

Kagame: Egypt major economic player in AU 

President Paul Kagame of Rwanda said Egypt is a major economic player on the African 

stage. During a press conference with President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, Kagame said Cairo 

is also a key partner to Kigali’s efforts for a better AU future.  Egypt plays a major role in 

making ‘positive changes’ that affect the African content, the Rwandan president reaffirmed. 

Embassy.Presidents
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 Talks between President al-Sisi and Rwandan President
Paul Kagame

 President Sisi’s official farewell ceremony upon his
departure from Rwanda

He said Kigali eyes closer ties with Cairo 

to boost cooperation at the African level. 

Sisi praises relations with Rwanda

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi praised 

Egypt’s relations with Rwanda, appreciating 

the role played by Rwandan President Paul 

Kagame to push forward development 

efforts in the African country. The remarks 

were made during a dinner banquet that 

the Rwandan president hosted in honor of 

President Sisi. 

Sisi-Kagame talks dealt with achieving 

integration between Nile basin countries President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi held talks 

with his Rwandan counterpart Paul Kagame 

in Kigali, followed by expanded talks between 

the delegations of both countries. Kagame 

hailed distinguished relations binding the two 

countries, and Egypt’s historic role in providing 

support for  the African Continent. He added 

that both countries have an opportunity to 

enhance cooperation in various fields.

For his part, President Sisi praised the steady 

development of bilateral relations between 

the two countries, stressing the importance 

of working towards enhancing relations 

at all levels. He stressed the importance of 

increasing the volume of trade exchange and 

opening channels of communication between 

business communities in the two countries to 

carry out joint projects in the fields of tourism, 

agriculture, energy and other fields.

The two presidents discussed means of 

achieving economic and developmental 
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Dinner hosted by the Rwandese President in honor of President Al-Sisi

integration between the Nile basin countries. 

Egypt fully supports efforts made by the 

basin countries to achieve comprehensive 

development, while preserving the interests 

of the Egyptian people, who mainly depend on 

water from the Nile, President Sisi affirmed. 

The meeting also dealt with several regional 

issues, including the reform of the African 

Union, and ways to confront terrorism.

President Sisi invited Kagame to take 

part in the international youth conference 

and the Africa 2017 forum, to be hosted in 

Egypt’s Shram El-Sheikh in November and 

December. Kagame welcomed the invitation, 

voicing hope he would visit Egypt soon, he 

added.

Sisi urges nations to live in harmony following 

visit to Kigali Genocide Memorial 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi visited the 

Kigali Genocide Memorial site in Gisozi and 

laid down a wreath on it as part of his visit to 

Rwanda. The president inspected the museum 

attached to the memorial which documents the 

massacres committed in Rwanda in the 1990s. 

President Sisi lamented the fall of innocent 

people in the massacres and called for co-

existence among all spectra of Rwandan people 

to prevent the recurrence of such crimes and 

achieve peace in Africa and the world. 
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Egypt and Rwanda:
A Sincere Ambition for Cooperation, benefiting 

from Egyptian expertise in state building efforts

A joint press conference between President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and Paul Kagame

The visit of President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi to Rwanda is the second, which has deep-
rooted historical relations with Egypt for over 40 years. The two countries have a number of 
common interests on the regional and international arenas. In addition, they are members 
to a number of regional organizations and gatherings including COMESA, NEPAD, African 
Union, and Nile Basin Initiative as both countries belong to the “Nile Basin” and are linked 
to the same lifeline. 

Egypt was one of the first countries which recognized the independence of Rwanda from 
the Belgian occupation in 1962. Moreover, Egypt has been one of the first countries that 
established an embassy in Kigali in 1976. Rwanda has resident representation in Egypt, 
particularly after reopening its embassy in Cairo in 2015 following its closure during the civil 
war from which Rwanda suffered in the nineties of the last century. In the past, diplomatic 
representation was conducted through the Rwandan embassy in Addis Ababa. President 
El-Sisi was the first president received by the Rwandan President Paul Kagame before his 



21

official inauguration after his victory of a third 
term in the Rwandan presidential elections 
conducted last month. Besides, President Sisi 
was among the first leaders who extended 
best wishes to the Rwandan president after 
his victory. 

The leaders of the two countries, on more 
than one occasion and in the various meetings 
they attended in regional and international 
forums or during the official mutual visits, 
said that they agreed on the importance of 
fully supporting and strengthening bilateral 
relations, particularly in light of the Egyptian 
diplomacy’s efforts to restore strong relations 
with Africa. 

Egyptian-Rwandan Joint Committee was 
established in September 1989. After that, the 
second round of its works was held in Cairo 
during the period 7-10, September, 2009 
under the co-chairmanship of the foreign 
ministers of both countries. During this round, 
10 documents on economic and technical 
cooperation, agriculture, customs, youth, 
industrial development, petroleum, mineral 
resources, education, health, scientific, 
technological and cultural cooperation were 
signed. 

There is a common aspiration on the 
part of the two countries to expand areas of 
cooperation, to develop trade ties, and to make 
use of Egypt’s experience in the framework 
of rebuilding the Rwandan state. Egypt pays 
due attention to the geostrategic importance 
of Rwanda through several themes; the first 
one is that Rwanda is a Nile basin country, 
in addition to the logistic site of Rwanda, 

which is considered a commercial crossing 
and a point of contact with its neighboring 
countries. Moreover, Rwanda is one of the most 
growing emerging countries as it is ranked 
seventh in the world for the most efficient 
and emerging governments to fight corruption 
and facilitate investment procedures. In this 
regard, 10 years ago, Rwanda introduced 
the electronic government system. Similarly, 
Rwanda is one of the African countries that 
pays due attention to education, where the 
literacy rate is more than 70%. It plans to 
eliminate illiteracy through the efforts of 
unpaid volunteers. Rwanda is one of the most 
successful African countries as it achieves a 
constant economic growth rate that ranges 
between 6%-9% annually since 1995, which 
rose to 7.5% at the end of 2015. In terms of 
tourism, Rwanda is considered one of the 
fastest growing economic resources. Thus, 
its partnership with Egypt within the major 
economic blocs gives Egypt the advantage of 
increasing quantities of its products exported 
to the Rwandan markets. Rwanda, at the same 
time, is a promising market for investments 
and joint projects. 

Exchanged Visits: 
After President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 

assumed office, the Egyptian-African 
relations came on the top priority of the 
Egyptian foreign policy agenda. Concerning 
the bilateral relations of the two countries, 
the past three years had witnessed several 
visits by the officials of the two countries. On 
July 16, 2016 President Sisi visited Rwanda 
to attend the 27th African Summit of African 
Union. 
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Also, Rwandan President Paul Kagame, 
leading a high ranking delegation visited 
Egypt on November 4-7, 2009. It is the first 
presidential visit on mutual level that the 
Rwandan president paid since 15 years. As 
well, he participated in the International 
Economic Conference in Sharm El-Sheikh. 

Several Rwandan ministers visited Cairo, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Rosemary 
Museminali, Minister of Culture and Sport 
Josehp Habineza, Minister of Environment 
and Lands Stanislas Kamanzi Ruhamya, 
Minister of Energy Affairs Callette Ruhamya 
and Minister of Agriculture paid visits for talks 
with their Egyptian counterparts. In addition, 
a high-ranking delegation participated in the 
African economic conference in Sharm El-
Sheikh. Also, the Rwandan Prime Minister 
participated in the three African economic 
blocs summit. As well, Rwandan Minister of 
Industry and Trade participated in the African 
Economic Forum “Africa 2016” in Sharm El-
Sheikh. Furthermore, the visits of Egyptian 
officials increased including several visits by 
Foreign Minister Samah Shoukry, Secretary-
General of the Egyptian Fund for Technical 
Cooperation with Africa, Foreign Minister 
Deputy-Assistant for Nile Basin Countries 
Affairs, leading a delegation from Foreign 
and Water Resources Ministries and former 
Foreign Minister Deputy-Assistant for African 
Organizations and Groupings Affairs. 

Promising Economic Relations: 
Egyptian-Rwandan economic relations 

enjoy advantages of the Common Market 

Countries for East and South Africa 
“COMESA”. Also, the Egyptian products 
witness a growing promotion in the Rwandan 
market. 

It is worth mentioning that the Egyptian 
exports to Rwanda in 2015 reached $64 
million, while the Rwandan exports to Egypt 
in 2014 reached about $30 million. Widening 
and increasing the exchange trade has been 
discussed in response to the two leaders’ 
keenness on enhancing and developing 
bilateral relations to meet the needs and 
interests of the two countries. 

The most important Rwandan exports to 
Egypt are tea, coffee, pineapple, banana 
and horticulture products that are exported 
directly to Egypt without passing through 
Mombasa.  Egypt’s exports to Rwanda are 
diverse including petroleum products, tinned 
foods, furniture, painting and building 
materials, etc… 

The trade exchange between Egypt and the 
African countries reached $ 4.8 billion in 2016 
against $4.5 billion in 2015, as the exports 
amounted to $3.4 billion in 2016 while the 
imports amounted to $1.4 billion. 

Agreements, Protocols and 
Memorandums of Understanding 
Signed by the Two Countries:

The two countries signed more than 20 
agreements, Memorandums of Understanding 
and protocols in all domains. Ten cooperation 
agreements were signed in September 2009 
in economic, technical, cultural, agricultural 
customs, youth, industrial development 
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President’s visit to the Rwanda genocide memorial

petroleum, mineral wealth, educational and 
health fields. 

In addition, a scientific and technological 
cooperation protocol was signed as well as two 
agreements on air transport in May, 1977 and 
scientific and cultural cooperation in October 
1977. As well, a commercial agreement was 
signed in July 1979 and enforced in January 
1990. 

Moreover, a technical cooperation 
agreement with the Egyptian Fund for 
Technical Cooperation with Africa was signed 
in November 1982 and updated in April 2014. 

In September 1989, the Egyptian-Rwandan 
Joint Committee was established. Besides, 
many Memorandums of Understanding 
were signed including that on cooperation in 
the activities of the Nile Basin Initiative in 
November 1999, MoU between Al-Azhar and 
Rwanda’s Muslims Association in July 2008 
and MoU on media cooperation and training of 
Rwandan media men and journalists in 2016. 

In 2016, Cairo Chamber of Commerce said 
that it had signed a cooperation protocol with 
its Rwandan counterpart. Recently, Egypt has 
launched its 3rd products fair in the capital 
Kigali (Egypt-Middle East Expo 2015) where 
about 60 businessmen displayed their products 
and benefited from the privileges offered by 
COMESA. 

Re-opening of Rwanda’s Embassy 
in Cairo: 

Rwanda’s embassy in Cairo was re-opened 
after the end of the civil war, broken out in 
1994. Sheikh Saleh Habimana was appointed 

ambassador to Egypt in 2015. He said that his 
country viewed Egypt a pivotal and regional 
political weight country that is called to 
reconstruct Rwanda. 

The ambassador’s remarks to the Egyptian 
press in July 2017 indicated that Egypt 
possesses and can meet all Rwanda’s needs 
to re-build his country, and the Rwandan 
leadership asserts that the bilateral relations 
will not focus only on the traditional diplomatic 
framework, rather due attention will be paid 
to boost them politically and commercially. 

Meanwhile, Ambassador Habimana asserted 
that the Egyptian people should be happy that 
they have President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, 
terming him the “African man”, who returns 
to Africa after an absence, adding Egypt and 
Sisi would have a major role regarding the 
African states especially that have common 
interests.
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Sisi st Egyptian president to visit Gabon

New horizon for enhancing political, economic, security, 
military cooperation between Cairo, Libreville

Official reception of President Abdel Fattah Elissi from Gabon’s President Bongo

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said Cairo 

is willing to boost ties with Libreville to 

cover all political, economic and military 

fields. During talks with Gabonese President 

Ali Bongo Ondimba, President Sisi termed 

bilateral ties ‘special’ as Egypt eyes closer 

partnership to maintain development and 

stability in both countries. The one-on-one 

talks were held prior to an open session that 

was attended by delegations from both sides. 

Ondimba, who described Sisi’s visit ‘historic’, 

said his country is keen on building stronger 

relationship with Egypt at all levels, especially 

economic and commercial cooperation, 

asserting the importance of activating deals 
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made by two sides last year.  The Gabonese 

president hailed Sisi’s openness towards 

Africa, adding Egypt is a major economic 

player of a ‘good reputation’.

For his part, President Sisi extended 

greetings to the people of Gabon on the 

occasion of national day. He hailed results of 

the national dialogue initiative launched by the 

Gabonese President that bolstered stability 

in the African country.  Also, President Sisi 

said Cairo is keen on increasing Egyptian 

investments in Gabon and enhancing private 

sector cooperation in both sides. The two 

leaders’ meeting took up the developments 

in Africa and means to solve the crises that 

hit some countries in the content.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi called for 

intensifying efforts to enhance cooperation 

with Gabon and increase trade between the two 

countries, adding an agreement was reached 

to re-launch the joint Egyptian-Gabonese 

committee, which has been suspended since 

2008. The committee is set to hold a meeting 

in Gabon later this year, Sisi said. He further 

praised efforts exerted by Ondimba to restore 

peace and security in central Africa.President 

Sisi wished more success and progress for 

the Gabonese people, and congratulated 

Ondimba on the positive results of the national 

dialogue, which has been recently launched 

in the African country.

Reception of President El Sisi in Gabon

Africa.President
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Extended talks with the delegations of the two countries

Egyptian-Gabonese Relations: Common visions, 

coordinated stances & economic weight

The importance of President Abdel Fattah 
El-Sisi’s visit to Gabon lies in the fact that 
it is the first visit ever paid by an Egyptian 
president to Gabon since the establishment 
of relations between the two countries more 
than four decades ago, namely in 1975, when 
the two countries exchanged diplomatic 
representation and the Egyptian embassy 
was opened in Libreville. The embassy was 
opened two years after the visit of the late 
Gabonese president Hajj Omar Bongo to Egypt 
in December 1973. 

Generally speaking, the Gabonese-
Egyptian rapprochement and the interest 

of the two countries in deepening bilateral 
relations emanate from several factors: Gabon 
is considered a major stable player on the 
political level in Central Africa, which is 
of a strategic importance to Egypt in this 
region. Besides, there is a common Egyptian-
Gabonese need for cooperation in security and 
counter terrorism, drawing up joint visions, 
and coordinating mutual positions to settle 
the problems facing the African Continent 
in general and the Central African region in 
particular. 

In addition, the availability of natural 
resources in Gabon, particularly in the fields 
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of mining, oil, wood and others, opens the 
horizons for investment between the Egyptian 
and Gabonese sides. Besides, currently, Gabon 
chairs the Economic Community of Central 
Africa, which gives it an additional economic 
significance. Similarly, the Egyptian presence 
in Gabon over the past four and a half decades, 
particularly in the medical, cultural and 
educational fields, gives major impetus to 
these relations. 

President Bongo in Cairo and Mutual 
Visits: 

The most important mutual visits between 
the two sides, on top of which comes the visit 
of President of Gabon Ali Bongo to Egypt 
on February 18, 2016 and his meeting with 
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi . The talks 
dealt with ways to strengthen bilateral 
relations in various fields and African and 
international issues of common interest. A 
number of bilateral agreements were signed 
so as to boost relations between the two 
countries, mainly focusing on education and 
health fields. 

During his talks with the Gabonese 
president, President El-Sisi said that the 
visit gave an opportunity to review the overall 
bilateral relations, especially in view of the 
real opportunities for cooperation between 
the two countries in various economic and 
trade fields to match the level of distinguished 
political relations. Thus, it is important to 
intensify efforts to increase trade rates and 
promote cooperation between the private 
sectors in the two countries. The President 
noted that they also highlighted the necessity 

to develop cooperation in the healthcare 
sector in light of the success of the “Egyptian-
Gabonese” hospital. At the same time, he 
stressed the importance of cooperation in 
agriculture and fish wealth. 

On 19 January 2016, the First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Health and Social 
Solidarity of Gabon , Paul BeugMba , visited 
Egypt and was received by Foreign Minister 
Sameh Shoukry. BeugMba also held a number 
of meetings with the Ministers of Health and 
Social Solidarity, as well as senior officials of 
the Ministry of Health and the Export Council 
of Medicines. Besides, he paid field visits to 
a number of hospitals and drug factories and 
made a tour of Egyptian monuments. 

On 17 November 2015, Foreign Minister of 
Gabon, Emmanuel Njundi paid a visit to Egypt, 
during which he was received by Foreign 
Minister Sameh Shoukry. They discussed 
ways of boosting cooperation between the 
two countries and the latest developments 
on the regional and international arena and 
tackled issues of mutual concern. 

During 21-23 January 2011, Gabonese 
President Ali Bongo and his spouse visited 
Cairo. The visit aimed at strengthening the 
bilateral relations. He was accompanied by the 
ministers of education, health and economy. 

Cooperation Fields and Agreements: 
In the field of education and culture, there 

is an executive protocol for the technical and 
cultural cooperation covering the period 
2016- 2018, signed by the foreign ministers of 
the two countries . In addition, a Memorandum 
of Understanding was signed in the field of 
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technical education by the Egyptian Minister 
of Education and the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Gabon. 

Egypt offers many scholarships to the 
students of Gabon in Al-Azhar in all branches 
of science and knowledge. Egypt also supports 
the Islamic Radio in Gabon with excellent 
materials in French, provides the Islamic 
library in Gabon with Islamic books and 
references and Egyptian films translated into 
French about Islam as well as offering training 
courses to Gabonese preachers. 

Egypt also sent 65 Egyptian teachers to 
Gabon to teach science and Arabic. Besides, 
Egypt participated on 19 April 2017 in laying 
the foundation stone of the Coptic Orthodox 
Church in the Gabonese capital of Libreville 
which is considered the first Coptic Church 
in Central Africa. The Egyptian ambassador 
stressed that building of the church reflects 
the unity of the Muslims and Copts and 
highlights the principle of citizenship and 
the importance of combating terrorism. 

On the level of security cooperation, Egypt 
provided, for a number of Gabonese security 
cadres, courses in the fields of combating 
terrorism and the organized crime, prevention 
of conflicts and peacekeeping. 

However, the volume of trade does not 
cope with the level of political and cultural 
relations, as it does not exceed several million 
dollars. In order to increase the volume 
of economic cooperation between the two 
countries, the Gabonese President met, 
during his last visit to Egypt, representatives 

of Egyptian companies and a number of 
businessmen to discuss cooperation in the 
fields of construction and food industries. 
The most important outcome of the visit was 
signing of the amended protocol of cooperation 
between the Egyptian Agency of Partnership 
for Development of the Egyptian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Health 
of Gabon. The Egyptian-Gabonese Hospital 
has been operating for several years and 
employing a number of Egyptian doctors. 
Moreover, Egypt provides training programs 
for the Gabonese nurses. 

The most prominent items of the Egyptian 
exports to Gabon are public transport buses, 
glass, plants, paints, sanitary equipment, 
cookers, electrical appliances, aluminum, 
wooden furniture and calcium bicarbonate. 
As for the Egyptian imports, they are iron or 
steel products.

The inspection tour of the President and Gabonese Presi-
dent of the Gabonese Timber Show
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On last stop of Sisi’s African tour:

Egypt and Chad: Consensus about Libya and counter-
terrorism 

Joint press conference between President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and Chadian President Idriss Deby

During his visit to Chad, President 

Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said that Egypt is 

keen to provide all needed assistance to 

the country, adding that his visit aims at 

ensuring cooperation, peace, development, 

and stability. He was speaking during a joint 

press conference with Chad’s President 

Idriss Déby at N’Djamena, the last stop of 

his recent four-state African tour. President 

Sisi was received by President Déby and top 

Chadian government officials.

President Sisi also praised Chad’s efforts 

in fighting terrorism in the Sahel region.

Adding that combating terrorism requires a 

tour.President
region.Adding
region.Adding
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Extended talks with the delegations of the two countries

comprehensive confrontation through culture, 

education, and other areas, he said that “we 

will always work together to combat all the 

challenges that our people face, and take 

responsibility for achieving welfare, progress 

and stability.”

The two presidents discussed bilateral 

relations as well as boosting cooperation in the 

civilian and military fields. Déby last visited 

Egypt in December 2014, and the two leaders 

met in New York in September of the same 

year on the sidelines of a United Nations 

General Assembly.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said that he 

sees new horizons for boosting cooperation 

and increasing trade volume between with 

Chad. During a meeting with Chadian  

President Idriss Déby, President Sisi said 

the two countries have chances to improve 

business in the fields of livestock, health, 

agriculture, irrigation, infrastructure and 

energy. Déby hailed Sisi’s effort to restore 

Egypt’s role in Africa, saying this is the first 

visit by an Egyptian leader to Chad in history. 

The Chadian President said his country is keen 

on building strong ties with Cairo.He added 

N’djamena lures Egyptian businessmen to 

work in Chad by visa-free entry.

During his visit, President Sisi affirmed 

Egypt’s keenness to offer all needed assistance 

to the landlocked Chad. Sisi said Cairo 

and N’Djamena are committed to find real 

solutions to facilitate movement between both 

countries. 

fields.D�by
Cairo.He
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Egypt and Chad have extended, distinguished relations 
in multipartite aspects & fields

President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi’s visit to Chad

Egypt and Chad have time-honored 

relations due to the common factors between 

them in addition to their membership 

in several regional and international 

organizations such as African Union, Sahel 

and Sahara Grouping, Organization of 

Islamic Cooperation and NEPAD as well as 

the cooperation in many issues including 

the Libyan one in terms neighborhood and 

the participation of the two countries in the 

mechanism of “Libyan Neighboring Countries” 

in addition to their cooperation to achieve the 
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sustainable development. According to these 

facts, President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s visit 

to Chad within his recent African tour has 

a great importance aiming  to achieve more 

consultation about the main regional issues 

of mutual concern and accelerate bilateral 

cooperation level. 

Chadian Foreign Minister Hissein 

Brahim Taha said in a press remark in March 

2017 that there is a high-level coordination 

between Cairo and N’Djamena in all regional 

and international issues. He added that the 

strong relation between the two presidents 

Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and Idriss Déby has 

supported and emphasized this coordination 

in all arenas in order to serve the interests of 

the two countries. In this context, he stressed 

that Egypt’s support for Chadian nominee for 

the office of president of African Commission 

is very effective to win this post. 

President Déby in Cairo
Several meetings were held between the 

officials of the two countries on all levels on top 

of which comes the visit of Chadian President 

Idriss Déby to Egypt on 12-14, 2014 where 

he was received by President Abdel Fattah 

El-Sisi for talks on several African common 

issues, mainly the Libyan situation, and they 

agreed to maintain the integrity of the Libyan 

territories and its sovereignty in addition to 

support the legitimate Libyan institutions 

especially the parliament and national army. 

As well, enhancing the bilateral relations in 

all fields was also discussed especially in the 

field of health and agriculture. The Egyptian 

Prime Minister and Chadian President 

witnessed the signing ceremony of the medical 

cooperation protocol between Egypt and 

Chad in addition to cooperation in the field of 

groundwater and studying the establishment 

of Egyptian model farm in southeast Chad to 

develop the livestock and cultivate some kinds 

of oil crops. President Sisi during the visit 

emphasized Egypt’s keenness on continuing 

the programs of promoting the capabilities of 

Chad’s technicians in all fields according to 

the priority set by Chad either through Al-

Azhar or The Egyptian Partnership Agency 

for Development. 

Also, Chadian president praised the 

Egyptian role over the past years in teaching 

Arabic to Chad students due to the positive 

role of the Egyptian teachers and university 

professors working in his country. He voiced 

his hope to increase their numbers in all 

educational stages. He praised the Chadian 

students who graduated from the Egyptian 

universities because they are playing a great 

role in steering the practical life in Chad. 

President Idriss Déby visited Egypt also on 

June 22, 2010 and went to East Ewaynat 

to get acquainted with the Egyptian vision 

on modern agriculture and benefit from the 

Egyptian experience to apply it in Chad. 
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Presidents Sisi and Debi in New 
York

On the sidelines of 69th session of UN 

General Assembly on 23 September 2014, 

President Sisi received President Idriss Déby 

in New York and discussed common important 

issues. 

On 2 August 2017, Bichara Issa Djadalla 

Chadian Defense Minister visited Egypt, 

delivered a message to President Sisi and 

highlighted Chad’s keenness on enhancing the 

historical relations between the two countries. 

Many cooperation agreements were signed 

between the two countries since 1984. So, 

the Joint Higher Committee was formed and 

met many times. The agreements covered 

various fields in economy, 

development, culture and 

information. 

Chad is considered a good 

market for Egyptian and Arab 

products. Also, it is considered 

an important gate for Egypt 

through the African Continent 

while Egypt is the political 

and economic gate for Chad 

towards Arab world and 

Mediterranean countries. 

L i m i t e d  Tr a d e 
Exchange: 

The trade exchange between the two 

countries is limited and does not match the 

deep-rooted bilateral relations. So, a lot of 

efforts should be exerted to facilitate trade and 

solve obstacles especially in goods transport 

because Chad is a landlocked country. The 

Egyptian exports to Chad are foodstuffs, 

engineering and medical equipment, 

furniture, textiles and leather. The imports 

are food products and cotton. 

A direct airline between Cairo and 

N’Djamena was launched in August 2014 

due to Egypt’s keenness to enhance the 

cooperation between the two countries and 

move the students, who come to study in Al-

Azhar or those who need treatment in addition 

President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi’s visit to Chad
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5th Affrican Summit in One Week

In first visit by new Somali President Farmajo:
Egypt pledges full support for Somalia in firmly 
establishing state institutions, development

President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi received Somali President Mohammed Abdullah Mohammad Faramago

 Somali President Mohamed Abdullah Farmajo’s recent visit to Egypt is timely and 

important. It is the first visit by Farmajo to Egypt since he attained office on February 8, 

2017. His meetings in Cairo focused on bilateral relations and issues of mutual concern. 

Farmajo’s visit to Egypt came just days after President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi wrapped 

up a tour for four African countries: Tanzania, Rwanda, Gabon and Chad. That makes 

the Egyptian-Somali summit the fifth African get-together in one week. Issues on the 

agenda of the summit include efforts to combat terrorism and extremism with the aim to 
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achieve security and stability in the region.

Egypt keen on providing all 
possible support for Somalia

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi hailed 

the “distinguished and historical relations 

between Egypt and Somalia, stressing 

Egypt’s intention to continue to provide all 

support to Somalia during the next phase to 

build and consolidate the institutions of the 

state, especially the Somali National Army.” 

President Sisi added that the two countries 

will continue cooperation in programs and 

courses organized by the Egyptian Agency 

for Partnership for Development (EAPD), 

and promised an increase in scholarships 

offered by Egypt.

President  Sisi voiced Egypt’s interest 

in activating different aspects of bilateral 

cooperation with Somalia mainly in the 

economic, commercial, and animal wealth 

fields. The President stressed the importance 

of following up the results of the visits by 

officials from different Egyptian ministries 

this year in order to push forward existing 

cooperation between the two countries.

The Somali president praised Egypt’s 

historic role in supporting Somalia during 

various stages. Farmajo also welcomed 

strengthening economic and trade relations, 

saying there are opportunities to develop 

cooperation in many sectors. The Somali 

president said there are wide horizons for 

developing cooperation in many sectors. 

He said his country highly appreciates 

the Egyptian role in supporting Somali 

interests in international forums through 

its membership of the Security Council and 

the African Peace and Security Council.

Farmajo briefed Sisi on the latest updates 

in the Somalia affairs and efforts exerted by 

the central government to restore security 

and stability and to overcome the challenges, 

most important of which is terrorism. 

President Sisi asserted Egypt’s support for 

Federal Somalia, noting that Egypt’s foreign 

policy is based on not intervening in the 

internal affairs of other countries.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi received 

his visiting Somali counterpart Mohamed 

Abdullah Farmajo at Ittahidiya Palace. The 

national anthems of Egypt and Somalia were 

played.  Farmajo shook hands with a number 

of Egyptian ministers and senior state 

officials. President Sisi then held talks with 
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President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi received Somali President Mohammed Abdullah Mohammad Faramago

Farmajo. This is the first visit by the Farmajo 

since being elected as a president of Somalia. 

The Somali President was accompanied by 

a high-level delegation.

Azhar Imam confers with Somali 
president on means to combat 
extremism

Al-Azhar Grand Imam Ahmed el-Tayyeb 

met Head of the Muslims Elders Council 

and Somali President Mohamed Abdullah 

Farmaajo and his accompanying delegation. 

The meeting took up a number of issues 

of mutual interest topped by combating 

terror and extremism and spreading the 

values of citizenship and tolerance along 

with achieving stability in Somalia. The 

meeting also tackled the role of Al-Azhar in 

spreading the right and moderate teachings 

of Islam and means to stand against extremist 

thinking. The get-together discussed 

aspects of cooperation between Al-Azhar 

and Somalia in the scientific, religious and 

cultural fields. 
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Egypt and Somalia, Historic & Trade 

Relations

The relations between the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Republic of Somalia are strong 

and durable, from the beginning. The deep relations could be described as historic and trade 

relations, since the Pharaohs Era, and specifically when Queen Hatshepsut - the Fifth Pharaoh 

of the Eighteenth Dynasty - sent commercial missions to Puntland and brought some of that 

region’s products including incense.

As for modern Egyptian-Somali relations, Egypt is one of the first countries that recognized 

the independence of Somalia in 1960. The name of the Egyptian Martyr, Kamal El Din 

Salah, a United Nations delegate to Somalia, is still appreciated. Late Kamal El Din Salah 

President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi received Somali President Mohammed Abdullah Mohammad Faramago
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gave his life in 1957 for his efforts to help 

Somalia gain independence and to maintain 

its territorial integrity.

Egypt supported Somalia as well, after its 

independence in various fields, especially 

in the field of education, where Egyptian 

teachers and schools were found in Mogadishu. 

Al-Azhar missions and the teachers affiliated 

to Al-Azhar Al-Sharif had a role in spreading 

education and true Islamic teachings.

Economic Relations 
Trade and Industry Minister Tareq 

Qabil and Somali Minister of Industry and 

Investment Omar Shoaib Mohamed attended 

on 18 December 2016 the signing ceremony 

of two agreements to boost economic 

relations between the two countries.The first 

memorandum of understanding was inked 

between the Federation of Egyptian Chambers 

of Commerce and the Somaliland Chamber 

of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture. The 

two countries signed another memorandum of 

understanding to expand joint cooperation in 

the field of local and international fairs. Qabil 

stressed the need for expanding economic 

cooperation between Egypt and the Horn of 

Africa in the coming period. He also expressed 

his ministry’s readiness to provide technical 

training courses for Somali cadres in the field 

of trade and investment.The Somali minister 

voiced his country’s eagerness to make use of 

Egyptian expertise in the field of technical 

and logistical support. 

Contractual framework include: 
– Trade Agreement signed between the two 

countries on 10 December 1961.

– Agreement on Cultural Cooperation on 

17 January 1961.

– Air Transport Agreement on 30 March 

1974. 

– Trade Agreement on 19 July 1978.

– Agreement on Economic Cooperation on 

29 May 1982.

– Agreement on Encouraging and Protecting 

Investments on 29 May 1982.

– Cooperation Protocol between the Radio 

and Television Unions in both countries 

on 29 March 1983.

– Cooperation Protocol between the Institute 

for Diplomatic Studies in Egypt and the 

Institute for Diplomatic Studies in Somalia 

on 19 January 1989.

– Executive Program for Cultural and 

Scientific Cooperation between the two 

countries in 2005 – 2007.

Exchange of official visits
On 27 March 2015: President Abdel Fattah 

El-Sisi received at Sharm El-Sheikh Airport 

former Somali president Hassan Sheikh 

Mahmoud who arrived to attend the two-day 

Arab Summit.

countries.The
fairs.Qabil
investment.The
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On 13 March 2015: President Abdel Fattah 

El-Sisi received former Somali president 

Hassan Sheikh Mahmoud on the sidelines 

of the Egyptian Economic Development 

Conference.

On 29 December 2014: President Abdel 

Fattah El-Sisi received former Somali 

president Hassan Sheikh Mahmoud at the 

Presidential Palace. President Sisi hailed the 

historical and close relations between the two 

countries. He stressed the necessity of boosting 

bilateral ties in all fields. He reaffirmed 

Egypt’s participation in the regional and 

international efforts aiming at achieving a 

political settlement in Somalia. President 

Sisi also referred to Egypt’s humanitarian 

support during the crises period in Somalia, 

highlighting Cairo’s commitment to backing 

the stability and integrity of Somalia. He 

also asserted Egypt’s keenness to support the 

efforts of human development in Somalia and 

training programs to the Somali government 

staff.

On 10 March 2013:Former foreign 

minister Mohamed Kamel Amr held talks 

in Mogadishu with senior Somali officials 

including parliament speaker, defense 

minister and foreign minister. The Egyptian 

minister’s visit to Somalia has brought 

bilateral relations back to normal. Amr has 

hoisted the Egyptian flag on the Embassy 

of Egypt in Mogadishu. The Embassy was 

reopened during Amr’s visit to Somalia, the 

first of its kind in 20 years. In statements 

on the occasion, the former minister said he 

has decided to reopen the Egyptian embassy 

in Mogadishu, after the achievement of the 

country’s security and stability, in addition to 

what has been accomplished since electing 

Hussein Sheikh Mahmoud as a president of 

Somalia in September 2012, and forming the 

new Somali Cabinet.

The two visits of Somali former 
president Sharif Sheikh Ahmed 
to Egypt:

In the Context of the strong relations 

between the Arab Republic of Egypt and the 

Republic of Somalia, and within the framework 

of the keenness on continuous consultation 

between the two sides on various issues of 

mutual concern, Sharif Sheikh Ahmed, former 

president of the Somali Republic paid two 

visits to the Arab Republic of Egypt on April 

22nd, 2009 and on 17-19 July , 2010.

Cultural and Scientific Relations 
On 2 October 2014: President Abdel Fattah 

El-Sisi agreed to increase the number of 

scholarships offered to Somali students at 

the Egyptian universities to become 2000 

scholarships annually. He also agreed to treat 

the Somali students studying in the various 

Egyptian universities as Egyptian and Syrian 

students.
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The Role played by the Egyptian 
Fund for Technical Cooperation 
with Africa (EFTCA) in Supporting 
Somali Brothers

The EFTCA is keen to present food and 

medical assistances for the Somali People, 

in order to relief those affected by floods, 

droughts or affected by the battles on the 

Somali territories.The most important aids 

provided by (EFTCA) in recent years:

–Food cans, and milk powder assistance 

to Mogadishu in July 2010- Food aid for 

Somalia in December 2009 consisting of 

100 tons of flour, and 500 cartons of food 

oil.

–A shipment of medical assistance to 

Puntland in December 2009.

–A medical aid for Somalia weighing 3.5 

tons in September 2009.

–The (EFTCA) delegated a number of 

doctors as well in various specializations 

to work in Somalia.

Training Courses Provided by the 
(EFTCA) for Cadres in Somalia 

–EFTCA organized a training course for 15 

Somali Diplomat in coordination with the 

Somali Institute for Diplomatic Studies, 

during the period from 16-27 May, 2010.

–EFTCA invited the Somali side to participate 

in the training courses organized periodically 

in the field of police and in this framework 

several police officers from the Somali side 

participated in those courses.

–Egypt still plays an important role today in 

the spreading of culture and education in 

Somalia by sending teachers of the Ministry 

of Education to teach in Somali schools, or 

teachers affiliated to Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, 

and experts of EFTCA as well who teach in 

Higher Education Institutions.

–Al-Azhar presents a number of annual 

scholarships for students delegated from 

Somalia to study at the University of Al-

Azhar or Al-Azhar Institutes.

–The Ministry of Higher Education provided 

a number of scholarships for Somali students 

to study at Egyptian universities.

territories.The
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President Sisi’s tour fosters Egyptian-African

cooperation, counter terrorism & development 
efforts

President Abdel Fattah El-Sis’s tour to 

four African countries: Tanzania, Rwanda, 

Gabon and Chad has achieved many positive 

results for the relations between Egypt and 

these countries and also for cooperation, 

security and stability issues in the region 

and the whole African Continent.This tour 

from 14-17 August highlighted seriousness of 

the current Egyptian orientation towards the 

African continent as a strategic option for the 

Egyptian foreign policy and one of the most 

important axes of the Egyptian diplomatic 

movement.

The geographical and political sphere 

of these countries include Tanzania in east 

Africa, Rwanda and Tanzania from Nile Basin 

countries in addition to Chad and Gabon 

from Central Africa. This tour highlighted 

Egypt’s participation with these countries in 

many various groupings and organizations 

such as African Union, Organization of 

Islamic Cooperation, COMESA, Nile Basin 

Initiative, NEBAD Initiative, Sahel and 

Sahara Grouping. They all enhance diversity 

and multiplicity of relations and cooperation 

bilaterally, regionally and globally especially 

continent.This
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in the African peace and security fields in 

addition to counter terrorism and sustainable 

development.

Out of these givens, the tour’s results 

represent a big addition to Egypt’s African 

existence and enhance Egypt’s national 

security and interests as well as opening a 

wide horizon for the Egyptian government and 

the four countries to invest in more broadly 

than before.

Cordial and Diplomatic Gestures:
Besides the strategic dimensions of the 

President’s tour, friendly and diplomatic 

gestures were clear in the cordial reception 

that President El-Sisi received in the four 

African capitals: Dar es-Salaam, Kigali, 

Libreville, N’Djamina with remarkable 

welcome suiting the visitor’s status and the 

historical and brotherly status of Egypt felt by 

the African people. Therefore, President Sisi 

was keen to invite the Tanzanian President 

John Magufuli, Rwandan President Paul 

Kagami, Gabonese President Ali Bongo and 

Chadian President Idriss Déby to visit Egypt 

and participate in the International Youth 

Conference and Investment Forum in Africa 

2017, due to be held in Sharm El-Sheikh  

next November and December.

In Tanzania, the Tanzanian President 

welcomed President Sisi’s visit which is 

considered the first by an Egyptian President 

since 1968, pointing  to the deep-rooted 

relations between the two countries and their 

joint extended historical links.

In Rwanda, President Paul Kagame said that 

Egypt has a very important role in the positive 

change in the African Continent. President Sisi 

replied: “I would like to seize this opportunity 

to congratulate President Kagame for his 

victory in the recent presidential elections and 

laud the achievements made throughout the 

past years concerning stability or boosting the 

socio-economic development remarkably”.

The president visited the Genocide Museum 

and laid a wreath of flowers on the memorial 

of the victims in a gesture that expresses the 

human solidarity with the Rwandan people, 

who lost about one million persons in 1994 

genocide. The President wrote in the visitors 

book that he felt sorry for the innocent victims, 

voicing hope that these atrocities should not 

be repeated and peace prevails in the world.

In Gabon, the Gabonese President welcomed 

President Sisi’s visit that coincided with the 

National Day of Gabon. President Sisi hailed 

the national dialogue, President Ali Bongo 

launched, which achieved positive outcomes 

and contributed to enhancing stability in 

Gabon.

In Chad, President Idriss Déby hailed 

President Sisi’s visit, saying it is the first visit 

ever paid by an Egyptian President to his 
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country. He praised the President’s African 

tour that confirms Egypt’s affiliation to Africa 

and President’s Sisi interest to regain Egypt’s 

role on the African arena.

Economy and Trade on the Top: 
Regional cooperation, joint projects, trade 

exchange, economic integrity, sustainable 

development and boosting human resources 

represent common targets for Egypt and 

the African countries. They also represent 

important aspects of Egypt’s message to 

the African people. This is the way towards 

progress and improving the standard of living 

of the Continent’s people.

In the President’s visit to Tanzania, the 

Tanzanian President praised the bilateral 

relations between Egypt and Tanzania 

and highlighted his keenness to enhance 

and develop these relations, especially 

the economic cooperation, trade exchange 

and encouraging the mutual investments 

between the two countries. He also voiced 

his appreciation for the technical support that 

Egypt presents for his country in the fields of 

capabilities’ building, training, digging wells 

projects and other development. He added he 

looks forward to benefit from the Egyptian 

experience in different fields like tourism and 

medicine manufacture as well as enhancing 

cooperation in the field of livestock between 

the two countries.

President Sisi referd to the agreement 

between Egypt and Rwanda, calling for 

taking all necessary measures to encourage 

the increase of the trade exchange, establish 

joint projects in the different economic sectors 

to realize the benefit for the two brotherly 

people. Moreover, the President assured 

in light of the importance of the strategic 

relations between the two countries that Egypt 

is keen to develop cooperation with Rwanda 

in the fields of building capabilities, exchange 

of experiences in the different developmental 

fields. This is achieved through the programs 

and technical support sessions offered by 

the Egyptian Agency of Partnership for 

Development and the Egyptian Initiative for 

the Development of the Nile Basin Countries. 

They also agreed on the importance of holding 

the Joint Committee in the nearest future to 

discuss ways to develop the cooperation in 

fields of priority.

In Gabon, the Gabonese President praised 

the close relations between the two countries. 

He also assured that Egypt is a great economic 

power in Africa and praised the President’s 

openness to the African Continent and 

regaining Egypt’s role. He also lauded the 

Egyptian companies and its good reputation in 

Africa and expressed his aspiration to increase 

their businesses in Gabon.

President Sisi praised the distinguished 

relations between the two countries, pointing 
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to a variety in their cooperation. He also 

assured Egypt’s determination to develop 

cooperation in all political, economic, security 

and military fields.

The President voiced Egypt’s interest 

to enhance cooperation with Gabon in the 

health sector in light of the Egyptian hospital 

in Gabon that offers medical services for 

the Gabonese people. He asserted Egypt’s 

keenness to continue providing Gabon with 

technical support in the field ofcapabilities’ 

building through the training sessions provided 

by the Egyptian Agency of Partnership for 

Development to the Gabonese cadres in the 

civil and military fields. 

The talks also tackled a number of African 

files, as the Gabonese president chairs the 

Economic Community of Central Africa. 

They discussed ways to find solutions to the 

crises in the region, particularly with Egypt’s 

membership in the Security Council and the 

important role played to support efforts to 

reach compromises particularly in Central 

Africa. In addition, the talks also tackled 

environmental issues, as the Gabonese 

President is responsible for the coordination 

of the works of Committee of African Heads 

of State and Government on Climate Change, 

following President Sisi. Moreover, the 

presidency of the Conference of African 

Ministers of Environment moved from Egypt 

to Gabon in last June. The two sides asserted 

the importance of continuing coordination 

between the two countries regarding these 

issues and supporting the unified African 

position in climate change negotiations.  

Security Council
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In Chad, President Sisi affirmed that Egypt 

is keen to provide all the necessary assistance 

to Chad as it is a landlocked country, noting 

that Egypt is committed to finding real 

solutions to facilitate transportation between 

the two countries. He also stated that “there 

are broad prospects for the development of 

economic cooperation as well as increasing 

trade exchange between Egypt and Chad in 

the fields of livestock, health, agriculture, 

irrigation, infrastructure and energy”. 

President Sisi stressed Egypt’s interest in 

pursuing cooperation with brothers in Chad 

in the fields of building of capacities, through 

training courses provided by the Egyptian 

Agency of Partnership for Development in 

various civil and military specializations.

The Chadian president affirmed that his 

country is keen to encourage the Egyptian 

investments in Chad, referring to the decision 

of his government to exempt Egyptian 

businessmen from getting entry visa to 

Chad, so as to attract Egyptian investors.  

President Déby referred to the activities of 

the Egyptian companies operating in Chad, 

stressing that the Chadian government is 

keen to overcome all obstacles that the Arab 

Contractors and EgyptAir companies face. 

He voiced appreciation for the programs 

provided by Egypt in the civil and military 

fields, particularly in the field of education.

 Nile Water…A common Interest 

Nile water and cooperation between the 

Nile Basin countries were important topics on 

the agenda of the president’s tour in Africa, 

particularly in the Nile Basin countries; 

Tanzania and Rwanda.

During his visit to Tanzania, President Sisi 

affirmed that Nile water is Egypt’s lifeline and 

Egypt is keen to guarantee benefits for the 

Nile Basin countries without affecting Egypt’s 

water interests. Besides, the talks between 

the two presidents tackled various subjects 

including, efforts to achieve development in 

Nile Basin countries. President Sisi pinpointed 

that Egypt provides Nile Basin countries with 

Egyptian experts to achieve development in 

these countries.

The Tanzanian president expressed his 

country’s full understanding of the importance 

of River Nile for the Egyptians as it is the 

main source of water in Egypt. He voiced his 

confidence that the Nile Basin countries are 

able to reach a consensus.

During his visit to Rwanda, President 

Sisi stressed the importance of cooperation 

between the two countries within the 

Egyptian initiative for Nile Basin countries 

development.  

 Security and Combating Terrorism… 
A Challenge for Everyone 

Egypt, along with the other African countries 

that had lately been visited by President Sisi 

pay due attention to the issue of cooperation 
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in the field of regional security and combating 

terrorism that had become a trans-continental 

universal phenomenon. Thereupon, achieving 

development and progress definitely requires 

realizing certain levels of regional security 

along with regional and international counter 

terrorism actions.

In Tanzania, both presidents asserted the 

importance of activating security and military 

cooperation for facing the mutual challenges, 

especially in light of the hazards of terrorism 

on the security and stability of all states.

In Rwanda, President Sisi said that he 

exchanged points of view with the Rwandan 

President over the hazards of terrorism, the 

growing extremist ideology and the spread of 

the terrorist organizations, thus necessitating 

an effective international cooperation for 

fighting terrorism and draining its resources.

In Gabon, discussions had been held 

over activating the security and military 

cooperation and coordinating the efforts in 

fighting terrorism that threatens the security 

and stability of the countries in Africa and 

worldwide.

During President Sisi’s visit to Chad, the 

issue of combating terrorism topped his 

discussions due to the geographic location of 

Chad possessing wide borders with Libya and 

Nigeria; the hub of Boko Haram.Thereupon, 

both presidents had identical points of view 

over various regional and international 

issues. They condemned all terrorist actions 

worldwide; the last of which was that in 

Burkina Faso that led to the fall of several 

causalities.

 In the same context, President Déby had 

praised President Sisi’s efforts and decisive 

stances against terrorism and extremism. 

Similarly, President Sisi had praised Chad’s 

efforts in fighting terrorism in the African 

Coast area, voicing his appreciation of the 

huge sacrifices that Chad offers in this respect.

Both presidents agreed on the importance of 

intensifying their efforts on both the regional 

and international levels to face the terrorism 

and organized crime. They also discussed the 

situation in Libya , and asserted the importance 

of supporting dialogue among the Libyan 

parties so as to reach a political settlement 

for their crisis; thus providing a chance for 

the consolidation of the state institutions 

and the fulfillment of the aspirations of the 

Libyans in a decent and stable life. Within this 

framework, the Chadian president praised 

President Sisi’s efforts for reaching a peaceful 

settlement for the Libyan crisis.

President Sisi’s African tour is a qualitative 

addition to Egypt’s role and common interests 

with the African peoples. Such a tour had also 

opened new vistas for wider cooperation in 

various fields that will have its positive impact 

on everyone in the coming period.

Haram.Thereupon
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Egyptian-African rapprochement shows  awareness of 
President Sisi’s leadership of Africa’s importance
The political discourse of President Abdel 

Fattah El-Sisi reiterates the strategic and 

historical importance of Egypt’s relationship 

with Africa, and how the country cherishes its 

affiliation to the Continent.  Egypt’s openness 

on the African Continent and keenness on 

promoting its relationship with the African 

countries in all domains highlight Africa 

as one of the most important circles of the 

Egyptian foreign policy. 

 Promoting the principles of regional 

cooperation, and adopting a powerful role in 

the field of economic and human development, 

it can be said the motto of “Security, 

development and regional integration” has 

become one of the messages Egypt delivers 

to the African countries on one hand, and the 

Egyptian approach on international forums 

on the other. 

 Since assuming office in June 2014, 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi has been keen 

on participating in AU summits that began 

with his participation in the African Union 

Summit in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea in 2014. 

As a result, Africa supported Egypt to assume 

a non-permanent seat in the UN Security 

Council; Egypt was also chosen to chair the 

AU Climate Change Steering Committee, 

in addition to being member at the African 

Union Peace and Security Council. The 

African Union also backed the nomination of 

ambassadress Moushira Khattab as UNESCO 

director-general. 

Egypt also participated in African-related 



51

events and activities at the international level, 

including the EU-Africa Summit in Brussels, 

April 2014; the US-Africa Summit in August 

2014; Africa-India Summit in October 2015; 

Africa-China Summit in December 2015, and 

Germany-Africa Summit in 2017. 

Egypt hosted a number of important African 

summits and conferences such as the three 

economic blocs’ conference (the SADC, the 

COMESA, the Eastern African Community) 

held in Sharm El-Sheikh; Investment in Africa 

Forum 2016; the meeting of the defense 

ministers of the Sahel and Sahara countries. 

Egypt also received many African 

leaders from Sudan, South Sudan, the DRC, 

Equatorial Guinea, Chad, Central African 

Republic, Eritrea, Somalia, Djibouti, South 

Africa, Mauritania, and Nigeria, in addition 

to different African officials and ministers. 

Egypt has repeatedly voiced support for 

the African Union 2063 Agenda, as President 

Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said that this agenda 

“Materializes our African hopes towards 

realizing human and economic development 

that our citizens deserve, let alone supporting 

our efforts aimed at promoting security and 

political stability in our countries.” 

Egypt has been promoting the role of 

the Egyptian Agency of Partnership for 

Development as an Egyptian mechanism 

aimed at boosting human capacities in 

Africa. In this respect, Egypt has received 

many African professionals for training in 

different fields, including judicial and police 

cooperation, education, media and diplomacy 

among others. 

Egypt has been keen on highlighting 

African issues and causes whether through 

the non-permanent seat Egypt holds in the 

UN Security Council or its membership in 

the AU Peace and Security Council. Egypt 

has also increased its contribution to the UN 

peacekeeping missions in Africa, restoring its 

position as one of the top ten contributors in 

that respect. 

The recent African tour of President Abdel 

Fattah El-Sisi to the countries of Tanzania, 

Rwanda, Gabon and Chad comes within 

Egypt’s openness on Africa. It consolidates 

Egypt’s keenness on promoting the country’s 

affiliation to the Continent. This affiliation has 

been forming the Egyptian identity all over 

ages, and it is a pivotal factor in the building of 

the cultural aspects of the Egyptian character.    

Peace and Security Council of the African Union


