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EDITORIAL

Sharm El-Sheikh Meetings…
Developing Arab-African Relations
Ambassador/ Salah al-Din Abdel-Sadek
Chairman of the State Information Service

Thanks to its civilizational weight and regional role, Egypt’s
policy is playing an important role on both the Arab and
African levels. On both the historic and strategic levels,
Egypt is an important bridge for the Arab-African relations, the matter which was translated in the activities of the
Joint Meetings of the Arab Parliament and the Pan-African
Parliament that were held in Sharm El-Sheikh, October 10,
2016 on the periphery of celebrating the lapse of 150 years
on the emergence of the parliamentary life in Egypt. Such a
meeting, the first of its kind among the parliamentarians, is
considered a "political forum" to enhance the Arab-African
relations on all the parliamentary and political levels.
Thereupon, "Sharm El-Sheikh" meetings send more than one message to the regional and international society that witness turbulent
realities and unprecedented geo-strategic developments as follows:
First: Fostering the Arab-African relations according to firmly established "institutional" rules that were laid down by the representatives of Arab and African parliaments and peoples; away from the
pressures of the political and economic crises that surround the works
of the executive representatives.
Second: Drafting a "real vision" for the present and future of the
Arab-African relations with the main participation of the peoples of
both sides, thus guaranteeing its implementation along with overcoming the false "mental image" taken from both sides.
Third: Focusing the Egyptian efforts in the last years on hosting the
African conferences and summits which search for a new role for Africa on all the political, security and economic levels. This could be
represented in the Summit of the three Economic African Blocs, in the
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Investment Forum in Africa, and
in the Sahel and Sahara Defense
Ministers' meetings, among others.
Accordingly, the Sharm ElSheikh Declaration that was issued at the closing ceremony of
the common session between the
Arab Parliament and the PanAfrica Parliament under the title
"African-Arab Strategic Partnership: the Role of the Parliaments" was keen to highlight several issues concerning the Arab
and African Action, salient of
which are:
-Encouraging governments to
activate and develop the African-Arab cooperation in order
to meet their current challenges, especially as regards realizing comprehensive development and social justice. This
should be done according to the
objectives of the Arab-African
strategic partnership.
-Fostering the parliamentarian
relations through adopting the
notion of establishing an African-Arab Parliamentary
friendship group.
-Working together for creating
an African-Arab parliamentary
forum on the periphery of the
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official meetings of the international parliaments and the continental, regional and international authorities.
-Reconsidering the legislations
and conventions on combating
terrorism in a manner that goes
in line with the emerging challenges; including the expansion
of the terrorist organizations.
-Pushing forward towards
realizing the Arab-African economic integration; being an integral part of the national security system for the Arab and
African peoples.
Consequently, in an attempt to
foster the parliamentarian and
public efforts for developing the
Arab-African action on various
levels, the "SIS", through its
publication "African Perspectives" is discussing the strategy of
Africa's development known as
(2063 Agenda) which the African
Union had recently adopted; being a future vision for the African
issues, where various African experts and researchers discuss several aspects on the Agenda in a
bid to formulate an AfricanAfrican vision that would express
the concerns and problems of the
continent.
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Towards a Shared African Future
by Sameh Shoukry
Minister of Foreign Affairs

Each year, Africa Day presents us with an opportunity to reinforce
our unity, celebrate our diversity, and contemplate the challenges
that face us as Africans. Over the past years we have watched Africa progress before our very eyes, from a continent plagued by
myriad difficulties to a land of promise and prospects. In the
Egyptian constitution, the document that defines our nation,
Egypt’s African identity is solidified. As Egyptians, we are proud
of our African roots and share the dreams and ambitions of our
African brothers and sisters. Today, Africa commemorates its efforts to unite and move forward, and looks ahead towards a future
of mutual support, benefit, and growth.
On 25 May, 1963, Egypt became one of the founding states of the Organization of the African Unity (OAU) (which today is the African Union) by signing the founding Charter of the Organization of the African Unity. Fiftythree years later, Egypt remains committed to the primary values of the organization, and continues to attribute great importance to African cooperation endeavors. Egypt is one of the five African states that contribute 75 percent (15 percent each) of the annual budget of the African Union, and is
among the leaders of African developmental efforts and initiatives, as well as
efforts to establish and maintain peace and security.
Despite the strides taken forward, the last few years have been difficult for
Africa; deadly viruses have spread across the continent and many conflicts
burn on. Egypt strongly believes that stability is crucial for Africa to thrive.
That is why we have given our active membership in the African Union
Peace and Security Council (AUPSC) great priority, in order to do everything in our power to help our continent overcome the challenges it faces.
Egypt takes the responsibilities of its membership in the AUPSC extremely
seriously, and works diligently to ensure that the trust placed by the African
community in our ability to contribute to regional peace and security is welljustified. Egypt has been heavily involved in peace negotiation processes
across Africa, and our presence on the ground in conflicts is reflected by the
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hundreds of Egyptian personnel integrated in peacekeeping missions
throughout the continent, who protect African civilians and support
national efforts towards economic
recovery. In assuming such responsibilities, Egypt is careful to fully
respect and adhere to the right of
each country to make independent
decisions regarding its internal affairs, a principle that holds unique
significance in our continent.
We have also strived to ensure that
Africa’s voice reaches the international community, and that the continent’s issues are given priority in
international fora . Following
Egypt’s successful bid for a non –
permanent seat in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC),
Egypt has become one of the three
African States in the Council, and
we have done our utmost to speak
on behalf of Africa along with our
African partners in the Council, and
to bring attention to African needs
and concerns. In this framework,
Egypt also campaigned to chair the
Committee of Heads of State and
Government on Climate Change
(CAHOSCC) during a critical point
in global negotiations on climate
change and the post-2015 development agenda, so as to guarantee that
the needs of Africa will not be ignored. The impact of climate change
represents an urgent and irreversible threat to human societies. This is
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especially true in Africa, with the
effect of climate change on the Sahara/Sahel desert, the drying up of
the great Lake Chad, and more severe and frequent droughts in
Southern and East Africa. Such a
threat cannot be allowed to escalate
uncontested, and Egypt has worked
and continues to work within the
context of international efforts to
mitigate the negative effects of climate change.
As we work together to bring about
peace, security, and prosperity to
our peoples, circumstances sometimes present us with unforeseen
challenges which necessitate their
own set of measures and efforts. One
such challenge is the Ebola virus,
which was widely discussed on the
agenda of both the AUPSC and the
African Union. Egypt was greatly
concerned by the spread of the virus
in West Africa and the devastation it
brought to the people of the region,
and provided donations to combat
the phenomenon. Egypt also initiated the establishment of the Endemic and Communicable Diseases
and AIDS Center in Africa, in order
to ensure that our continent is better
prepared to deal with such contingencies. Today, the Ebola crisis has
been greatly diminished, and Africa
is better-equipped to combat such
diseases.
Parallel to our efforts to overcome
the challenges facing Africa, we
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have given great priority to developmental efforts seeking to bring prosperity to Africa and improve the
livelihood of its peoples. Egypt currently chairs the African Union’s
Multilateral Sub-Committee, working side-by-side with African member states to develop partnerships
with Non-African countries. The
efforts of the sub-committee allow
partners to mutually benefit from
each other’s experience and comparative advantages in order to
overcome their obstacles. Egypt is
also keen to share its experience
with other African countries with
the goal of mutual benefit and progress towards a shared vision. Egypt
is currently in charge of the agricultural file in the New Partnership for
Africa’s Development (NEPAD), one
of the most essential files for the
continent, and one in which Egypt
has valuable experience that can
hopefully be employed for the benefit of the continent and its people.
Most of Africa consists of fertile
lands, and it is thus essential to develop our agricultural sector, which
will have a tremendously positive
impact on African economies and
contribute to job-creation and
growth. Egypt also endeavors to
place its expertise at Africa’s disposal through the Egyptian Agency
of Partnership for Development
(EAPD), an affiliated body of
Egypt’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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The main aim of the agency is to offer assistance by Egyptian experts
and consultants to other African
countries, but it also grants humanitarian assistance to countries that
suffer from droughts and famines.
As we look to the future, we must
recognize that the prosperity of Africa is in the hands of the coming
generations. All of our efforts are
merely laying the groundwork, so
that our youth will have a solid
foundation to build upon and truly
realize this continent’s glorious potential. Consequently, the most
fruitful investment we can make is
in our youth and their education.
Egypt is keen to offer scholarships
to thousands of African students to
enroll in Egyptian universities, some
of which top university rankings in
Africa. Our aim is to provide African students with the best education
possible, so that they may return to
their countries to benefit their nations with the knowledge they acquire. The true cornerstone for the
development of the continent is the
education of Africa’s future generations.
Africa’s history is rife with incomparable struggles, but it is these
struggles and our ability to overcome them in the face of all odds
that have truly come to define us as
Africans. The exceptional challenges
that we have faced and conquered
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have endowed us with inimitable
resolve and strength of character,
and through it all we have persevered and progressed by tapping
into that infinite resource that is so
uniquely African: undying hope.
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Today we remember our great triumphs and learn from our failings,
and we contemplate current challenges and opportunities. But more
than anything, today we look to the
future with hope for Africa.
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The Ideological Framework of 2063 Agenda
Dr. Bassem Rizk Adly Marzouk
Political Science Lecturer
Cairo University

The African Continent is currently seeking to find the strategies
and mechanisms that would guarantee full independence and realize sustainable development to all sectors and groups. The 2063
AU Agenda is one of the vital tools that the African states sought
to use in order to reach such objectives and aims, as such agenda
stresses the importance of fostering the foundations of mutual cooperation among the African countries and of providing an adequate climate for the positive political, economic and social transformations, thus leading to the creation of an African environment
that would accept political development.
Despite the fact that the Agenda includes various African objectives, hopes
and aspirations, which, if realized, will lead to a qualitative leap in a short
period, yet the main problem lies in the difference between the reality and
the expected; the matter which raises an important question: How can Africa
realize the objectives and aspirations included in the Agenda? How can the
material, humanitarian and ideological resources to realize such objectives
be provided? What are the main challenges and hurdles that might obstruct
the implementation of such humanitarian agenda? Answering such questions
is inevitable to analyze the ideological framework governing such an Agenda
through the following pivots:
First: The Effect of the Historic Ideological Patterns and Frameworks on the
AU Agenda
Many would consider that the collective African visions and orientations
and the attempts of finding a unified African identity are the main ideological framework through which various African stances and developments can
be explained.
Such visions express the self-identity which all Africans seek to identify.
In this respect, all the African ideological trends stress the importance of
such visions. Furthermore, some consider that the advocates of such visions
are the ones who control the African present and future, and the events and
developments going on there, the matter which was obvious in the AU Con-
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ference in Manchester, 1945, when
African leaders and demands for
independence started to appear. It
was also obvious in 1963, upon the
establishment of the OAU and at the
outset of the 3rd millennium will
setting the objectives of the millennium and the transformation from
the OAU and the AU; one of the decisive visions that govern all the continental developments in Africa.
It seems that the 2063 Agenda offers an example to the continental
frameworks that are affected by the
same previously mentioned historic
and ideological tributaries, as such
an agenda highlighted the importance of the awareness of the historic inheritance, of the appreciation
to the advocates of the African
Unity, and of supporting the institutional orientations that target the
African unity. It also highlighted the
fact that unity should be the target
which the African countries should
seek to reach in the future.
In this respect, African leaders
applied a vision aiming to realize
"An integrated and flourishing Africa enjoying peace."
This Agenda had also called for a
concordance concerning the shape
of the continental government by
2030, stressing on the importance of
supporting such an integrated vision
by providing communication networks, transportation infrastructure, railways, maritime and trans-
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portation logistics, gas, oil and water
pipelines, communication and data
cables, among others, in a bid to
build a main infrastructure for the
integrated continental entity that
will express the universal status and
effect of Africa.
Second: The Priority of Economic
Development
Policies and notions of African
leaders are still affected by the orientations that assure that the economic development is a priority over
all other developmental aspects. This
was obvious in most of the items of
2063 Agenda, where the endeavors
of the African countries to fight poverty and achieve flourishment within
one generation have been emphasized. This should be done through
intensifying the social and economic
transformations in Africa, and upgrading the infrastructure in a manner that would facilitate providing
all the essentials of living for the Africans.
Through the AU Agenda, African
leaders seek to make Africa an economic power through manipulating
the personal potentials and capabilities, paying due attention to the sectors that constitute the locomotive of
the economies of the developed
states such as the transportation,
energy, and telecommunications sectors, in addition to asserting the importance of establishing a continental free-trade zone by 2017 which
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will be the means for doubling the
African inter-trade by 2022.
The AU Agenda encourages building an African Capital market. It
also highlights the importance of
mobilizing and manipulating the
African resources and of benefiting
from the various experiences in order to build a unified African methodology that can effect a radical
transformation in the continent; the
matter that will contribute to creating an economically integrated continent that depends on the intensity
of inter-trade, increasing the quota
from international trade and building the international institutions
that entrench such integration in a
manner that would affect an overall
growth and sustainable development.
Third: Peace and Stability
The AU Agenda raised the slogan
"by 2020 all guns will be silenced" ;
referring to the fact that Africa aims
to set the foundations of real peace.
This should be done through the
mechanisms of peaceful settlement
of conflicts and spreading the culture of peace and benevolence
among the children and youth.
The AU Agenda had also stressed
on the importance of maintaining
security through abandoning the
causes of conflict and wars, adhering to the values of coexistence and
fraternity, elevating the moral and
human values and preventing all
forms of organized crime of drugs
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and human trafficking and arms
trade, in a bid to guarantee peace
and to protect the welfare of their
citizens through a mutual defensive,
security and foreign policy.
Fourth: Independence and the Ability to Transform
Through the AU Agenda, Africa
seeks to effect an independence personal transformation through exploiting the advantages of the continent; thus rendering the agenda as a
vision for the continent that would
realize the objectives of its people
relying on their self-determination.
Thereupon, the agenda provides
suitable environment and lays the
foundation for the African common
action.
In this respect, it paid due attention to the main incentives that help
achieve the sustainable development
of Africa.
In this vein, African leaders
sought to merge the national plans
with the continental objectives and
aspirations as a means to assert the
fact that all Africans have the same
aspirations and objectives. They also
highlighted the importance of the
popular role in implementing and
following-up this agenda in addition
to the coordination between this
agenda and the previous plans and
programs. Furthermore, the AU believes that such an Agenda contributes to drafting the future of the
continent on the long term.
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Fifth: The First 10-Year Plan: Features and Objectives
The first 10-year plan covers the
period 2013-23. This plan mainly
concentrates on the economic aspect; paying due attention to the
pioneering projects that constitutes
the first category enlisted in the first
10-year plan of 2063 . Such projects are represented in the integrated network Agenda, the TGV
High Speed Train, the electronic
African University, drafting a strategy for the commodities, establishing an annual African forum, establishing a free-trade zone by 2017,
adopting the freedom of movement
of individuals, issuing an African
passport, constructing the Grand
Enga Dam, establishing an African
electronic network, not to mention
the importance of silencing the guns
and adopting peace and security by
2020. Other projects include implementing the outer space program
for Africa, establishing a oneAfrican market for air transport
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and establishing continental African
financial institutions are expected to
be realized.
The second category of this plan
includes what is know as “the short
term priorities on the national level
and developing the regional economic groups.” This necessitates
effecting a sustainable and comprehensive economic growth, realizing
human capital development, stressing on the importance of agriculture
development, providing job opportunities especially for youth and females, laying the foundations of social protection, developing females
and empowering youth. All this
should be implemented within the
framework of entrenching the foundations of national ruling, developing the infrastructure, providing
peace and security, applying the
foundations of industrial transformations, paying due attention to science, technology, culture, arts and
sports.
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Africa in African Union's Agenda 2063
Dr. Abdo Bah
Institute of African Research and Studies,
Cairo University

The idea of the 2063 emerged from the AU Agenda aiming to draw
a route map for the African joint action during the coming years.
This agenda is considered as one of the most significant visions and
initiatives proposed to achieve a qualitative change in the African
continent. Similar to the previous agendas, this one faces internal
and external challenges, as well. When we tackle this agenda, in
particular, I think it is necessary to highlight many key issues and
answer some questions raised in relation to these issues like, for
example: How the 2063 AU Agenda has been created? and What
does it consist of? Then, evaluate the agenda compared to the other
previous ones in terms of advantages and challenges.
The Preparation of Agenda 2063
On the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of the African Union in May 2013, formerly known as the Organization of African Unity (OAU) that was founded
in 1963, the African political leadership ratified the 50th Anniversary Solemn
Declaration to set a strategic vision aiming to achieve the aspirations of the
African peoples in the next fifty years, i.e. 2013-2063, through a number of
stages each of which consists of 10 years.
In this respect, an extensive consultative process took place with the concerned
African entities, including Youth, Women, Civil Society Organizations, the Diaspora, African Think Tanks and Research Institutions, Government Planners,
Private Sector, the Media, inter-faith leaders, the Forum for Former African
Heads of State and Government, African Island States and others.
The preparation of agenda 2063, also, included an extensive review of the
African development experience on the three levels: national, regional and
continental. It identified the existing challenges and available opportunities.
In addition, it set the plans and work frames putting into consideration the
priorities of development, in particular in the First 10 Year Implementation
Plan. In terms of financing, the vision was mainly based on the importance of
looking at strategies for Africa to finance her own development.
Agenda 2063 is presented in three key documents listed below:
- Agenda 2063 Framework Document that contains the vision for 2063, a
comprehensive situational analysis of key issues, the goals, priorities, tar-
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gets and indicative strategies, as
well as proposals on “Making it
happen” dealing with implementation, monitoring and evaluation.
- Agenda 2063 Popular Version presenting the Agenda in simple
terms to facilitate ownership by
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the African citizenry.
- First 10-year Implementation Plan
(2013-2023) which lays out the
immediate priorities and is designed to kick-start the journey
towards 2063.

Content

Chapter 2: The Vision and
African Aspirations for 2063
Chapter 3: Africa the Last
Fifty Years and the Present:
Progress, Challenges and
Implications for Agenda
2063

Background
Agenda 2063 Preparatory Process
Overview of Agenda 2063 Framework Document
African Aspirations for 2063
Conclusion - Other Scenarios
Africa the Past Fifty Years (1963-2013): The Quest for
Political Unity and Economic Emancipation
Africa Today: Progress, Challenges and Implications for
Agenda 2063
Lessons from Responses to Africa’s Development
Challenges at National, Regional and Continental
Levels
Overall Conclusion and Issues for Agenda 2063

Chapter 4: Agenda 2063:
Goals, Priority Areas,
Targets and Indicative
Strategies

Conceptual Approach
Foundation of Agenda 2063
Goals, Priority Areas, Targets and Indicative Strategies
Overview of Agenda 2063 Flagship Programmes

Chapter 5: Critical Factors
for Success, Potential Risks
and Mitigation Strategies
Chapter 6: “MAKING IT
HAPPEN” – Implementation,
Monitoring, Evaluation,
financing, Communication &
Capacities for
Implementation
Annexes

Critical Factors for Success
Risks, Threats and Mitigation Strategies
Global Mega Trends and Forces

Chapter 1: Introduction
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Implementation, Monitoring and Evaluation Arrangements
Financing Agenda 2063
Partnerships for Agenda 2063
Capacity Development for Agenda 2063
Communication Strategy for Agenda 2063
Annex 1. Highlights of African Initiatives for Economic
Growth and Transformation
Annex 2. Summary of Broad Issues and Action Areas for
Agenda 2063
Annex 3. Agenda 2063 Results Matrix National Level:
Goals, Priority Areas, Targets and Indicative Strategies
Annex 4. Agenda 2063 Results Matrix on Regional &
Continental Level: Goals, Priority Areas, Targets and
Indicative Strategies.
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- Content and Structure of Agenda
2063 Framework Document
The Agenda consists of six chapters and four annexes as follows:
Also, Agenda 2063 is anchored on
former African instruments: the Constitutive Act, African Union Vision,
the 8 Priority Areas of the Solemn
Declaration, African Aspirations for
2063, Regional and Continental
Frameworks as well as Member States
National Plans.
Evaluation of Agenda 2063
Agenda 2063 is considered a new
initiative in the joint African work. It
came 10 years after the transformation
of the OAU into the African Union
(2002-2013). It is regarded as a quantum leap of the African intellect towards the future aiming to accomplish
the aspirations of the peoples of Africa. In this respect, I would tackle two
aspects: first, what characterizes the
Agenda and second, the challenges
facing the Agenda.
Characteristics of Agenda 2063
As mentioned before, many initiatives
preceded Agenda 2063, some of which
emerged from the OAU and others
from the AU. Agenda 2063 is based on
such previous experiences. However,
by reviewing the Agenda and comparing it to other previous African initiatives, we can notice that it is distinguished by the following:
Enjoying a wider participation including the civil society organizations, regional groupings, academic
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institutions as well as African citizenry and peoples. In this respect, a
simplified version was issued to facilitate the idea for the public.
Being more specific as it set the objectives and strategies of the national, regional and continental levels in each period of the seven aspirations.
Having a monitoring and an evaluation system to follow up every stage.
Setting a strategy for Local funding
sources, where it focused on national, regional and continental
sources without dispensing with
partnerships with non-African institutions.
Coordinating all policies, since
Agenda 2063 is based on the national, regional and continental initiatives altogether.
Implementing communication strategy with the goal of engaging Africans from all walks of life, and the
Diaspora to galvanize action in support of Agenda 2063, which made
this Agenda more accessible than
others.
Furthermore, the first 10-year priorities
of the Agenda are all about essential
continental projects, which are designed to kick-start the journey towards 2063. These include the following:
Giving due attention to education as
well as the formation of cadres and
leaders to be able to face the difficulties and challenges of both the pre-
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sent and the coming stages.
Connecting all African capitals and
commercial centres to a high speed
transport network; especially railway
and air transport, to facilitate the
movement of people as well as goods
and accelerate the growth of intraAfrican trade.
Launching a common African Passport in July 2016, at the 27th AU
Summit in Kigali, Rwanda which is
considered as a step forward towards
African integration and free movement.
Establishing the continental free
trade area to significantly accelerate
growth of Intra-Africa trade.
Establishing an annual African forum to discuss developments and
constraints as well as measures to be
taken to realize the aspirations and
goals of Agenda 2063.
Implementing the Grand Inga Dam
Project to boost Africa’s production
of energy and generate 43,200 MW
of power (PIDA) to support current
regional power pools and their combined service to transform Africa
from traditional to modern sources of
energy and ensure access of the African citizenry to clean and affordable
electricity.
Challenges of Agenda 2063
Agenda 2063 is facing a big challenge since the goals are huge while
the capabilities are limited. Also, the
previous African initiatives failed to
achieve their goals on due date. May
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be this is because of the wide gap between theoretical studies and practical
application or to the lack of essential
factors. In this respect, the challenges
can be summarized as follows:
Political Will
This is the first thing needed in a joint
African action. Although such will has
increased lately, but still needs to be
enforced to become consensus. On the
other hand, African Heads of States
and Leaderships need to cede some
sovereignty in favor of implementing
the regulations of the initiatives for
public interest such as a continental
free trade area, a common African
passport and free movement. It is noteworthy that the political will of all African Leaderships form the AU will. If
the first did not unite, the latter will not
exist. And unfortunately, without a
consensus political will, all the provisions of Agenda 2063 will remain
theories in vain.
Trained Cadres
All projects of Agenda 2063 need
trained manpower. The question raised
here is: Does Africa has trained cadres
or who could be trained to accomplish
the huge projects of the Agenda on
time? The researcher did not provide
an answer to such a question because
the lack of statistics. In general, Africa
has human resources, some of which
are trained. However, all of them need
to be developed. Not to mention making use of the brilliant Africans of the
diaspora.
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Definite Time Schedule
Usually, the timeframe of the projects
do not suit the potentials, and thus
work is not delivered on time. The
same obstacle faces Agenda 2063 with
respect to some objectives such as silencing the guns in 2020, connecting
all African capitals and commercial
centers to a high speed train network,
launching a common African passport
in 2018 and establishing a continental
free trade area in 2017. These projects
need measurements and infrastructures
that would take more than the time set
in their schedules because there are
issues that have to be resolved such as
eliminating the causes of wars, combatting corruption and preparing cadres.
Project Financing
Although the AU Agenda includes a
financing plan for its projects depending on African financial resources, yet
the implementation of these projects
needs unfamiliar measures and too
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much money for Africa to afford. For
example, the process of peace keeping
in some African areas needs other financing resources besides those of Africa as the International financial institutions always impose hard conditions.
Therefore, more efforts have to be exerted to provide the money needed to
finance the projects of Agenda 2063.
It is noteworthy that Africa is rich in
raw materials, but they are cheap
unless they are manufactured in Africa
in order to add to their value and become competitive goods. This African
wealth is found in three layers:
A layer under the surface of earth: it
contains a huge unidentified amount of
minerals, underground water, oil and
gas.
A layer on the surface of earth: it consists of rivers, cattle, forests and arable
lands.
A layer above the surface of earth: it
includes sun rays and the wind, of
which clean energy is generated.
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The Socio-economic Dimensions
of the African Development Plan 2063
Dr. Sally Mohamed Farid
Economics Lecturer, Institute of African
Research and Studies-Cairo University

The African countries seek after achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Actually, they succeeded to hit their targets concerning some of these goals, in particularly those related
with education, gender equality, empowerment of women and
combatting AIDS as well as many other diseases. Africa, also,
achieved a notable progress in maintaining peace and security and
reinforcing the democratic institutions. However, there are still
several challenges in Africa, such as combatting Ebola virus.
Therefore, the African countries are trying, through the African
Union as well as the new partnership for the development of Africa and the regional economic groupings, to carry out the African
development plan 2063. In this respect, Agenda 2063 has been set
in 2013 representing a development agenda for the next 50 years.
On the other hand, the United Nations provide the High-level
Committee on the development agenda after 2015 with the institutional support needed aiming to help Africa in achieving more sustainable development objectives.
The Economic Performance of Africa
Africa a chieved a g row th ra te of a bou t 5% in20 12 d espite the slow -d ow nof
g loba leconom y a nd politica lcrisis inNorth Africa tha t ca u sed a d ecrea se in
the g row th ra te to 4.8% in 20 13 a nd to 4.1% in 20 14,bu t it m ou nted u p to
4.5% in 20 15. Still commodity production and exports are the main sources
of such growth although many African countries have diversified their
economies and growth resources. However, the general trend of growth in
Africa in the medium term is still strong. For example, the petroleum exporting countries achieved a quick increase in their growth rate due to the rise in
prices and the amounts produced. Also, economic growth benefited from the
improvement of macro-economic policies that caused an increase in public
expenses, especially on infrastructure and public services. This is in addition
to the rise in the consumer demand and domestic investment in more than
half of the African countries. It is noteworthy that private consumption per
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capita, as a part of the real domestic
gross product, is considered the
leader of African growth followed
by fixed investment and government
consumption. Moreover, total gross
fixed investment and exports in
North African countries witness
some improvement.
The following table illustrates the
rea l G ross Dom estic Prod u ct (G DP)
in Africa w ith respect to d ifferent
reg ions d u ring the period from 20 13
-20 15

Perspectives

Africa is a country where good governance, democracy, respect for human right, justice and the rule of
law prevails.
Africa is a continent that maintains
peace and security.
Africa is a continent that has a
strong cultural identity, heritage and
common ethics.
Africa is a continent where the peoples lead the development by
unleashing the potentials of women
and the Youth.

Region
Central Africa

2013
4.1

2014
5.6

2015
5.5

East Africa

4.7

7.1

5.6

North Africa

1.6

1.7

4.5

South Africa

3.6

2.7

3.1

West Africa

5.7

6.0

5.0

Sou rce: U nited Na tions Developm ent Prog ra m , Africa n Econom ic Ou tlook 20 15, Reg iona l Developm ent a nd Spa tia l Inclu sion,
(New York ,U NDP,20 15),p. 15.

Africa nDevelopm ent Pla n20 63
T he Africa nd evelopm ent pla n 20 63
consists of seven pillars, which reflect the aspirations of Africa towards sustainable development.
These are":

Africa enjoys the prosperity
based on comprehensive growth
and sustainable development.
Africa is an integrated continent
that is politically unified and depends on the principles of African
unity as well as the African vision.
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Africa is a main player and an influential global partner.

Pilla rs of the Africa n Developm ent Pla n20 63
First: Africa enjoys the prosperity
ba sed oncom prehensive g row th a nd
su sta ina ble d evelopm ent
By 20 63, Africa aspires to become
a prosperous continent that has the
necessary means and resources to
push the wheel of development
through poverty eradication and
socio-economic transformation aiming to provide a high standard of
living for its peoples and ensure that
every citizen receives quality educa-
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tion and skills so as to achieve a
knowledge society. It, also, looks forward to changing the cities and settlements into cultural and economic
centers supplied with a modern infrastructure, where peoples can
have access to the basic necessities of
life including adequate housing, water and sanitation, energy, public
services in addition to information
and communications technology.
Furthermore, it seeks to transform
the economies structurally in order
to promote shared growth as well as
to provide adequate job opportunities. In this respect, modern agricultural techniques contributed to the
increase of production and productivity a s w ell a s a d d ed va lu e, w hich
in retu rn contribu ted to na tiona l
prosperity a nd food secu rity.
By 20 63, the African countries
will be among the best countries in
terms of global quality in life management by setting comprehensive
growth strategies, providing job opportunities, increasing agricultural
production, increasing investments
in the fields of science, technology
and creativity, ensuring gender
equality, empowering the youth and
providing basic services including
hea lth, nu trition, ed u ca tion, shelter,
w a ter a nd sa nita tion.
Althou g h Africa contribu tes w ith
less tha n 5% of the global carbon
emissions but it bears most of the
burden of the global climate change.
Therefore, Africa is eager to partici-
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pate in the global efforts paid to
lessen such climate change and to
support the political atmosphere
aiming to achieve sustainable development on the continent level. In
this respect, Africa should speak
with one voice and have a unified
objective when expressing its position and interests concerning climate
change. Also, Africa is adopting the
equitable and sustained utilization
and management of water resources
to achieve socio-economic development and regional cooperation.
Second: Africa is an integrated continent tha t is politica lly u nified
a nd d epend s on the id ea ls of Africa nu nity a s w ella s the Africa n
vision
Since 1963, the African countries
have been seeking after the achievement of a comprehensive African
unity based on liberation as well as
political and economic independence. This political unity of Africa
will be the culmination of the integration process which includes the
free m ovem ent of people, the esta blishm ent of continenta l institu tions
a nd the a chievem ent of econom ic
integ ra tion. And by 20 30 there
should be a consensus on the government and the continental institutions
in addition to a free movement of
people, capitals, goods and services.
This would cause an unprecedented
increa se in tra d e a nd investm ent
betw een Africa n cou ntries tha t
w ou ld inretu rnboost Africa '
s sta tu s
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ing loba ltra d e.
By 20 63, the necessary infrastructure to support growth, African
integration, technological transformation, intra-trade and economic
development will be set. This, also,
includes high speed train networks,
roads, maritime and air transport,
inform a tion a nd com m u nica tions
technolog y a nd d ig ita l econom y.
Su ch infra stru ctu re w ill ra ise the
Africa n intra -tra d e from 12% in
20 13 to 50 % in20 45 and it will, certainly, boost the growth of African
world-class companies in all sectors.
Third: Africa is a cou ntry w here
g ood g overna nce, d em ocra cy,
respect for hu m a n rig hts, ju stice
a nd the ru le of la w preva il
By 20 63, Africa would have deepened the culture of good governance,
democratic values, gender equality,
respect for human rights, justice
and the rule of law. Also, the peoples
of Africa would have access to
courts and independent legislative
authorities without fear, impartiality, corruption or impunity. So Africa will become a continent of institutions, where the citizenry participate in the achievement of political
and socio-economic development.
Also, there will be a leadership that
would encourage transformation in
all fields (political, economic, religious, cultural, academic, youth and
women) on all levels of institutions
domestic, regional and continental.
Fourth: Africa is a continent tha t
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m a inta ins pea ce a nd secu rity
By 20 20 there w ill be a d equ a te
m echa nism s to a chieve pea cefu l settlem ent for d ispu tes in Africa .
T herefore, Africa a spires tha t by
20 63 it would be able to deep root
the culture of respecting human
rights, democracy, gender equality,
integration and peace. It, also, seeks
to become a continent where its citizenry enjoy prosperity, safety and
security. Moreover, it is expected to
witness a notable improvement in
human security as violent crime will
decrease to a great extent and the
continent will become free of armed
disputes, terrorism, and extremism
in addition to the violence based
upon gender, drugs, human trafficking, organized crime, arms trade
and piracy.
Fifth: Africa is a continent tha t ha s
a strong cu ltu ra l id entity, herita g e a nd com m onethics
By 20 63, Africa aspires to deep
root the comprehensive African
unity. This includes common history, destination, identity and heritage in addition to the respect of religious pluralism and peoples' will.
It, also, aspires that African renaissance would reach its peak where
there would be a diversity in culture,
heritage, language and religion. In
this respect the ideals of African
Unity are to be studied in all curriculums besides the cultural origins
(heritage, folklore, languages, cinema, music, theatre, arts and Afri-
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can creative arts). This will contribute to self-awareness and prosperity.
Also, by this way Africa will regain
its culture, heritage and works of art
that have been stolen before. Moreover, Africa will become a continent
where women and the youth play a
pivotal role and considered as the
engine of change. In this vein,
mechanisms of dialogue have been
set to communicate with generations
to ensure that Africa is a continent
that copes with social and cultural
change.
Sixth: Africa is a continent where
the peoples lead the development
by unleashing the potentials of
women and the youth
All African citizenry participate
in d ecision m a k ing concerning a ll
field s of d evelopm ent (socia l, econom ic,politica l a nd environm enta l).
By 20 63, Africa aspires to become a
comprehensive continent that embraces all where no child or woman
or man would suffer from deprivation or exclusion based on gender,
political affiliation, religion, race,
residence or age. It will, also, give
due attention to children and the
empowerment of women so that
women could play their roles in all
fields. This is in addition to ensuring
gender equality in all fields and the
eradication of all forms of violence
against women, girls and children
which includes the harmful practices such as Female genital mutilation and child marriage. Moreover,
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it will work on removing all barriers
tha t hind er g irls a nd w om en form
g etting a ccess to hea lth a nd ed u ca tion a nd on m a k ing w om en occu py
a t lea st 50 % of the elected pu blic
posts on a ll levels a nd in both the
pu blic a nd priva te sectors.
BY 20 63 the Charter of Africa
Union will be completely implemented as regards the rights of children and the youth, where Africa is
committed to develop their talents,
eliminate unemployment and empower the youth so that they can get
access to education, training, skills,
activities, technology and money resources.
Seventh: Africa is a m a inpla yer a nd
a ninflu entia lg loba lpa rtner
By 20 63 Africa is looking forward to becoming a mega socioeconomics and political power since
it is considered as a a main player
and an influential global partner. In
this respect Africa confirms the importance of being unified in face of
the constant foreign attempts to divide the continent. It, also, calls
upon the reformation of the United
Nations and other global institutions
so as to correct historical injustice
since it is the only continent that is
not represented in the AU Council.
Elements of Success
T he elem ents tha t ensu re the su ccess of Ag end a 20 63 are as follows:
- T he continu ou s m obiliza tion of the
Africa npeoples a im ing to a chieve
effective com m u nica tion a nd
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a w a reness a s reg a rd s Ag end a
20 63.
- The mobilization of African resources to finance and accelerate
the transformation process.
- Setting a vision and a responsible
leadership in addition to developmental
democratic institu-
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tions.
The Reinforcement of regional
and continental institutions aiming to boost African Development.
- Highlighting the African values
through self-reliance, cooperation
and group work.
-

25

STUDIES &
African

Perspectives

ARTICLES

Egypt celebrates Africa Day
RAMADAN KURANY
Editor Manager of African Perspectives

Egypt's belonging to Africa transcends all traditional, historical
and geographical dimensions. It is one of the main elements of the
Egyptian "identity" that played a pivotal role in forming the cultural characteristics of the Egyptian personality throughout ages.
Egypt's "African" identity as well as its belonging to Africa continent is
obviously asserted in the provisions of the new Egyptian constitution approved by 98% of the Egyptian people, i.e. 19 million, 985 thousand and 389
voters, which begins by describing Egypt as "the gift of the Nile and the gift
of Egyptians to humanity". Blessed with a unique location and history, the
Arab nation of Egypt is the heart of the whole world. It is the meeting point
of its civilizations and cultures and the crossroads of its maritime transportation and communications. It is the tip of Africa on the Mediterranean and
the estuary of its greatest river: the Nile.
In Article 1, the constitution, also, confirms on such historical values and
principles by stipulating that the "Arab Republic of Egypt is a sovereign
state, united and indivisible, where nothing is dispensable, and its system is
democratic republic based on citizenship and the rule of law. Egypt is part of
the Arab nation and enhances its integration and unity. It is part of the Muslim world, belongs to the African continent, is proud of its Asian dimension,
and contributes to building human civilization".
By reviewing these constitutional provisions, we can notice that they come
within a more comprehensive framework concerning Egypt's relations with
Africa called "civilizational unity" which would explain Egypt's annual celebration with Africa Day. This year, in specific, witnessed distinguished and
diverse activities, salient of which are:

A Comprehensive National Programme to Highlight Egypt's belonging
to Africa
On the occasion of the Foreign Ministry's celebration of Africa Day, which
takes place May 25 of each year, the Ministry launched a comprehensive national program to highlight Egypt's belonging to Africa, accompanied by an
information campaign in the media and on the social networking pages and
accounts of the Ministry to define Egypt's role in supporting African issues.
The celebration of Africa Day this year is of particular importance since the
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month of May coincides with
Egypt's presidency of the Security
Council, though its membership in
the Council to represent the African
continent during the years 2016and
2017, and also intersects with
Egypt's representation of North African countries in the African Union's Peace and Security Council
during the period from 2016 to 2018.
The spokesperson added that on
this occasion the Foreign Ministry
will organize an "Africa Day" ceremony on Wednesday, May 25, 2016,
attended by the African diplomatic
corps, the African community in
Egypt, members and directors of
African organizations and institutions working in Africa, senior officials and leaders in African work, as
well as a group of representatives of
universities, centers, bodies, agencies and companies involved in African affairs.
The Foreign Ministry will also
raise the flags of African countries
and the flag of the African Union
with the Egyptian flag on the Foreign Ministry's building while lighting the building (facing the Nile)
with the word "AFRICA" to celebrate the day. Moreover, embassies
abroad will organize celebrations of
Africa Day in collaboration with the
African countries to which they are
accredited.
On the media campaign launched
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
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the Spokesperson Ahmed Abu Zeid
said it will begin on Sunday,
May22nd, 2016, under the theme
"Africa is a continent of struggle
and hope", and will continue until
May 25. He added the first day will
be devoted to identifying the founding of the Organization of African
Unity, the second to identifying institutions of joint African action; the
third to highlighting Egypt's role in
Africa, historically and currently;
and the fourth to shed light on the
most prominent African personalities and important contributions in
support of African issues. Finally,
the campaign will conclude with an
article by Foreign Minister Sameh
Shoukry to be posted on the Foreign
Ministry's blog to highlight Egyptian foreign policy concerns in Africa and the role of Egypt in support
of African issues and its vision for
the future of the continent.
Moreover, the Foreign Ministry
coordinated on the national level an
extensive program of 15 events this
year to be held throughout the
month of May in the framework of
Egypt's celebration of Africa Day in
cooperation with the Egyptian Parliament and the Ministries of Culture, Tourism, Youth and Sports,
Higher Education, and the State Information Service, and in coordination with African embassies, the mission of the African Union and a
number of concerned organizations
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and associations. These events include "Here is Africa" at the Faculty of Economics and Political Science at Cairo University; the conference entitled "Africa: New Horizons" at the Institute of African Research and Studies; an "African
Youth" celebration at the African
Society, and the conference of the
General Federation of Egyptian
Chambers of Commerce, as well as a
number of sport, cultural, artistic
and social activities and fashion
shows with the participation of the
wives of African ambassadors,
young African youths and the popular teams of the continent's countries.

The Celebration at the Faculty
of Economics and Political Science in Cairo University
Entitled "Youth of the Continent…Power of Change"
The Faculty of Economics and
Political Science in Cairo University
organized the event "here is Africa"
for the second year, successively.
This year, the event is entitled
"Youth of the Continent…Power of
Change", which the faculty described , in a press release, as a representation of the continuous due
attention given by the faculty to continental interaction. In consistence
with the scientific activities of the
faculty this year, the event's sessions
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tackled the proposals of the African
governments as well as the regional
and international institutions in
dealing with the power of the youth
since the Youth represent 65% of
the total population of the continent.
The event witnessed the presence
of a group of ministries including
the Minister of Youth and Sports,
the Minister of Immigration, the
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs,
the Deputy Minister for Industry
and Commerce, the Chairman of the
State Information Service, Dr. Abdallah Hamdok the Deputy Executive Secretary of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA), Malonga Raphael the Ambassador of Congo Brazzaville in
Cairo and the Dean of African ambassadors in Egypt. This is in addition to a number of ambassadors of
African countries in Egypt and parliamentarians besides members of
the parliamentary committees, the
African Affairs Committee and the
African Union Commission as well
as the African Bank of Development
aiming to propose their visions and
projects concerning the Youth. The
event, also, witnessed the presence of
a group of entrepreneurs who became pioneers in business like the
Young Entrepreneurs' Organization
and the Nile Project to display their
experiences in interacting with the
continent's youth across borders.

SIS

African

State Information Service
(SIS) participates in the Celebration "Here is Africa"
In the framework of the efforts
paid by the State Information Service to support and boost the Egyptian-African relations on all levels,
SIS participated in the celebration
of "Africa Day", which the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs organizes on the
25th of May, every year.
In this respect Ambassador Salah
el-Din Abdul Sadeq, Chairman of
the State Information Service (SIS),
confirmed the importance of the African dimension in the activities of
SIS on both the domestic and foreign levels in recognition of "the African Identity of Egypt" and its civilization belonging to such great continent, which is considered as a pivotal element in the formation of the
cultural characteristics of the Egyptian personality.
The Ministry of Youth
The Ministry of Youth celebrates
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a group of Youth Programs and Activities
The Ministry of Youth and
Sports organized a big event under
the title "One Continent…One
Dream" in celebration of Africa
Day, which concomitantly copes this
year with the 53rd anniversary of the
inauguration of the African Union
Organization. This event witnessed
the presence of the members of the
African diplomatic corps and the
African Union Bureau in Cairo, in
addition to officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in charge of
the African Affairs and the cultural
consultant of the Embassy of Chad
who headed The African Union this
current session. The event included
a discussion session on Africa in the
past, present and future headed by
Dr. Sayed Flefal, Former Dean of
the Institute of African Studies and
Research and a member of both the
Egyptian and the African Parliaments.
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"One Belt…One Road"
By Dr. He Wenping,
Professor and Director of African Studies at
the Institute of West-Asian and African Studies (IWAAS),
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS)
Sino-African Relations

The Sino-Africa relationship has had three phases of development
in the past six decades:
The first phase ran from the early 1950s to the late 1970s. During
this period, both China and Africa focused on political development because of their newly gained independence. The aim of this
bilateral relationship was political mutual support, where the new
ideology of anti-colonialism and anti-imperialism played a distinguished role.
The second phase took place in the 1980s up to the 1990s. During this period, both China and Africa reviewed such ideology and evaluated the economic benefits. In this respect, they realized the importance of both the economic and political benefits of the bilateral development relationship.
The third phase has begun since 2000 till present. It initiated by founding
"the Forum on China–Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) ", which was formally
established at the 2000 Ministerial Conference of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation in Beijing in October 2000. President Jiang Zemin, Vice President Hu Jintao Premier Zhu Rongji of the People's Republic of China took
part in and addressed the opening and closing ceremonies, also presidents of
4 African countries participated in, namely Algeria, Togo, Zambia and Tanzania, besides the Organization of African Unity (predecessor of African Union), in addition to 80 ministers from China and 44 African states and representatives of 17 regional and international organizations and leaders from
business communities of China and Africa attended the meeting.
"One Belt…One Road" Initiative to strengthen Sino-African Relations
One Belt One Road initiative goes back to the idea of the ancient Silk Road
that dates back to 2000 years ago, where the nations of Europe and Asia established many trade roads causing the exchange of cultures and that's how
the main civilizations of Asia, Europe and Africa became connected.
When Chinese President Xi Jinping visited Central Asia and ASEAN coun-
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tries in September and October of
2013, he raised the initiative of
jointly building the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-Century
Maritime Silk Road. He, also, proposed the enhancement of dialogue,
communication and trade exchange.
Accelerating the building of the
Belt and Road can help promote the
economic prosperity of the countries
along the Belt and Road and regional economic cooperation,
strengthen exchanges and mutual
learning between different civilizations, and promote world peace and
development. It is a great undertaking that will benefit people around
the world.
Since 2013, objectives have been set
aiming to achieve integrity among
the countries of Europe, Asia and
Africa in the economic field. On the
geographical level, the initiative,
also, represents how China aims to
interact and integrate within the
world economy. This is through the
following:
- Setting a long-term route map
Aiming Openness for cooperation
Coordinating in a comprehensive
way
- Seeking mutual benefit
- Establishing new financial institutions , such as Asian Infrastructure Investment bank (ALLB)
and BRICS Bank
- Providing financial provisions for
the Silk Road with about 40 Bil-
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lion US Dollars
How is Belt and Road Initiative
linked to Africa?
There are two links, one of which
connects between the industrial
structure amendments in China and
the industrial development in Africa.
While the other connects between
the Chinese Belt and Road initiative
and the revival and development
strategy in Africa. Both links pave
the way for more interaction between Africa and China.
Six projects in the fields of economy, finance, poverty eradication,
environment protection, cultural
exchange and peace and security.
Three networks: High speed train
network, international and regional
airlines.
More than half of the foreign aid
provided by China will be directed
to Africa and the limit of lending
will be increased to 40 billion US
Dollars.
Doubling the volume of mutual
trade to reach 400 billion US Dollars
and increasing total direct Sinoinvestments in Africa from 25 billion
US Dollars up to 100 billion US Dollars by 2020.
Ten cooperation plans have been
set during Johannesburg Summit(45 December 2015) covering the following fields:
Industry
Agricultural and food security
Infrastructure Development
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Finance
Environment and agricultural development
Trade and investment
Poverty eradication
Medical care and general hygiene
Culture
Peace and security
Infrastructure… The Main Field
for Sino-African Partnership
In order to realize economic development and improve the investment
climate in Africa, the Infrastructure
of the African countries should be
upgraded; as such dilapidated infrastructure is the main hurdle that
hinders the economic development
in Africa.
According to a 2006 assessment
that has been undertaken by the
African Development Bank over the
requirements of infrastructure in
Africa “less than one third of the
semi-desert African Countries has
electricity. Only 56% of the African
countries has clean water. Only one
third of the Africans who live in rural areas live near roads. Only 4%
of the Arable lands in Africa are
irrigated, and in comparison with
other remote areas outside Africa,
less than quarter the amount of
roads for every kilometer is
paved.” (Harry Broadman, Silk
Road in Africa, the New Sino-Indian
Borders, World Bank, 2006).
Investments in infrastructure
helped boost the African economy
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through improving the conditions of
roads, railways, sports centers, etc.
Investments also contribute, in a
way or another, in boosting the African economic integration.
On January 27, 2015, China signed
an understanding memorandum for
cooperation in the fields of the main
infrastructure networks and industrialization with the AU. Moreover,
within the strategic framework of
“Agenda 2063”, China will boost its
cooperation with the African countries in the fields of railways, high
roads, regional aviation and industrialization. China will also help improve the African integration process.
Furthermore, the Chinese financial
commitments towards Africa had
noticeably increased from US Dollar
1 billion in 2001-03, to US Dollar 4.5
billion in 2007; the year when China
granted Africa a finance that is
equal to the total sum of money
granted by the G8 countries collectively, in order to upgrade the infrastructure of Africa. Currently, such
a contribution is worth US Dollar 30
billion.
The Key Chinese Players:
- EXIM Bank (who offered the
loan).
- China Development Bank.
Shareholders: including the SOEs
(whether on the governmental level
or the increasing number on the local level), and the private companies.
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- China Road and Bridge Corporation (CRBC).
China Overseas Engineering
Group (COVEC).
- China National Electronics Import
and Export Corporation.
ZTE Corporation.
There are various forms of funds,
including commercial and concessional loans, investments, credits
and grants lines, in addition to
“resources for infrastructure arrangements.”
Prominent Projects:
Kenya-Nairobi- Mombasa Railway
line. The state-owned China Road
and Bridge Corporation was
granted the concession.
1st Phase: A line with a total length
of 485 km has been extended linking
between Mombasa and Nairobi.
2nd Phase: A line with a total length
of 440 km has been extended linking
between Nairobi-Malaba (Uganda).
Linking Kenya, Burundi, Tanzania, Rwanda and Uganda and intending to extend a railway line to
reach Ethiopia, South Sudan and
the Democratic Republic of Congo.
China bears 80% of the total
amount of costs: through a commercial loan with an interest rate of
4.1% over 5 years. Furthermore, the
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Chinese (EXIM) Bank will offer a
waiver of US Dollar1.63 billion.
Challenges Facing the Chinese Investments:
- The employment of the local workers and the means of communicating together.
- The technical exchange.
Means of preserving the sustainable
development in the infrastructure
projects.
- The security risks (murder and
theft).
The sustainability of the infrastructure programmes (related to the local ability on building Tazara railway, the effectiveness of the program itself, etc) and finally, the extent of maintaining and preserving
the new roads.
Means of benefiting from the economic impact of the infrastructure
works as regards the broader social
objectives, such as finding jobs and
improving the levels of education
and the health status of the citizens,
etc (exploring the job opportunities
that will be generated from the infrastructure programmes).
Linking between the establishment
of the infrastructures and the environmental protection.
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