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Editorial
Cairo leads international efforts
to preserve Arab identity of Jerusalem
A flurry of Egyptian diplomatic activity was witnessed in the past weeks on a number
of circles of interest with the aim of achieving peace and stability in the Middle East in
tandem with various positive moves on the international arena. The unilateral US decision
to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and move its embassy from Tel Aviv represents a
blatant violation of the rights of the Palestinian people, as well as those of all Christians
and Muslims, and constitutes a dangerous breach of the Charter of the United Nations
and a serious threat to international peace and security, while also undermining the chances
for a two-State solution and fuelling the fires of violence and extremism. Following the
US decision, Egypt through its membership in the Security Council took the initiative to
formulate a holistic international stance rejecting the US decision which undermines peace
efforts ranging from the 1978 Camp David Peace Accords to the Oslo Process to Obama’s
peace efforts. Egyptian diplomatic efforts were culminated in the moves taken in this regard
by the United Nations General Assembly, the Arab League and the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation as well as bilateral contacts with world leaders.
On the African level, Sharm El Sheikh hosted the Africa 2017 Forum held under the
patronage of President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi from 7-9 December which brought together
delegations of leaders in business and policy from across Africa and worldwide, including
heads of state and some of the most important CEOs of the continent. The Forum had the
objective of promoting investments into our continent, especially cross-border investments.
In a positive sign reflecting the deepening ties between Russia and Egypt, Russian President
Vladimir Putin visited Cairo and held talks with President Sisi, agreeing to resume civilian
flights and signed a $21 billion deal to start work on Egypt’s Dabaa nuclear power plant.
The current Issue of “Letter from Cairo”also features a wide array of economic, cultural
and tourist topics.
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Dabaa Nuclear Plant in 2024

Russian President Vladimir Putin started an official visit to Egypt December 11. He met
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi to discuss several issues, including the historic and strategic
relations between the two countries. Both leaders shed light on ways of boosting bilateral
relations in various fields, including politics, trade, economy and energy. They also tackled
regional issues of common interest.
President Putin’s visit to Cairo is of great importance because of the delicate regional
circumstances in the Middle East and the influential issues affecting the Egyptian national
security; as well as, the Russian interests, stability in the region and world peace, especially the
countering terrorism issues, the Palestinian issue, the Jerusalem file and the serious developing
incidents in Syria, Libya and Yemen, in view of the important and vital role Egypt and Russia
play in these issues that affect the future of the region for decades.
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi announced that he discussed with his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin means of fostering bilateral relations especially in joint industry, food security,
trade and investment in Egypt via establishing a Russian industrial zone in the Suez Canal
Economic Zone (SCZone).
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They also agreed on assigning
ministers concerned to follow up
the files and solve any problems
that may hinder the establishment
of the projects in order to be
completed in the near future.
President Sisi said that he
also discussed with his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin the
latest developments concerning
the Palestinian cause especially
after the US decision to move its
embassy in Israel to Jerusalem.

El-Dabaa city on the map of Egypt.

The president asserted that such decision is threatening security and peace in the region. Sisi
said he told Putin about the importance of maintaining the legal status of al Quds within the
international laws and United Nations resolutions. The president also hailed Russia’s role in
solving the Palestinian cause in the past decades.
Sisi added that they also reviewed the situation in Syria and Libya in which they agreed
on supporting negotiations led by the UN envoy to Syria to reach a political solution to the
crisis. President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said that Egypt is urging the international community to
avoid any security or political vacuum in Libya. He added that Egypt will continue to support
the political process led by the UN envoy to Libya in order to finalize the transitional phase
then hold parliamentary and presidential elections in Libya. The president also announced that
Cairo will continue its efforts to unify the military institution in Libya.
President Sisi noted that he agreed with his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin to boost
mutual ties in exchanging information between the authorities concerned in the two countries
in order to confront terrorism.
Russian President Vladimir Putin termed talks with President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi,
“constructive and rich in substance”. In a joint press conference with President Sisi, the
Russian president said that during the summit, they have outlined future joint plans of action
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and discussed issues topping the international and regional agenda.
Putin stressed that Russia is keen on fostering friendly and cooperation relations with Egypt
as Egypt is Russia’s old and trusted partner in the Middle East region and North Africa.
Bilateral cooperation is acquiring a new dynamic, thanks to the developing trade and
economic cooperation, Putin said, adding that the volume of trade exchange has been increased
by half during the past nine months reaching more than four million dollars.
He cited that they stressed the importance of continuing negotiations in terms of establishing
a free trade zone between Egypt and the Eurasian Economic Commission and expressed
keenness on the joint steps in the energy field, especially in the fuels sector.
He also referred to the establishment of a power plant project in Dabaa which will be the
first of its kind in Egypt, affirming that the implementation of such project will enable Egypt
to get not only a nuclear plant but also the latest and safest technologies.
Putin expounded that the Russian industrial zone in the Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZone)
will be the largest center for manufacturing, supplying and exporting the Russian products to
the countries in the Middle East and North Africa.
He affirmed that the Russian major companies expressed keenness on participating in such
an important project, pointing out that it will be implemented with total investments of $7
billion.
He said that talks also touched on cooperation in agriculture field as Egypt is one of Russia’s
most important customers in the procurement of wheat, citing that Russia has imported about
5.5 million tons of wheat to Egypt during the first nine months of 2017.
Putin added that they agreed to expand military and technical military cooperation between
both countries and discussed improving capabilities of the Egyptian Armed Forces within the
framework of fighting terrorism.
He noted that discussions also dealt with human bonds between both countries, topped by
tourism, stressing that the Egyptian side has exerted strenuous efforts to upgrade the security
standards at Egypt’s airports.
The sequence of joint steps needed for resuming direct flights between both countries were
tackled during the talks, Putin further said.
The Russian Federal Security Service delivered a report affirming that Russia is ready
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to resume flights between Moscow and Cairo, pointing out to the necessity of signing a
governmental protocol in this field, the Russian president added.
The Russian president said that during the talks, he and President Sisi exchanged views
towards major international and regional issues in detail, affirming that the Russian-Egyptian
stances are very close.
Putin said that he has informed President Sisi about Russia’s efforts to restore stability in
Syria as well as the results of his visit to it, stressing that support of the Russian Air Force
made the full liberation of the Syrian territories from terrorists very imminent.
He also stated that he and President Sisi have agreed to boost coordination to provide a
long-term political settlement in Syria.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin during joint press conference following their talks at the presidential palace in the capital Cairo on December 11, 2017

He expressed appreciation to Egypt’s support to the Russian initiative of holding the Syrian
National Dialogue Congress, affirming that Russia is keen to engage all Syrian factions in its
meetings, including representatives to Moscow and Cairo platforms.
Putin noted that Russia and Egypt are keen to achieve stability and security in Libya and
restore its sovereignty and unity as well as integration of its territories, lauding Egypt’s
constructive stance in the Mideast settlement.
He extended thanks to the Egyptians for their fruitful cooperation, stressing that implementing
decisions taken by him and President Sisi will contribute to enhancing partnership between
Russia and Egypt in all spheres.
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A brief look at Sisi-Putin bilateral meetings
in 2014, once as defense minister in February
and another time in August as president.
On 9/2/2015, President Abdel Fattah ElSisi received Russian President Vladimir
Putin who arrived in Cairo on a two-day visit,
leading a high-level delegation to Egypt. They
discussed political and economic relations
between the two countries, and also Middle
East problems including the Palestinian–
Israeli conflict. They witnessed signing of a
President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi receives his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin, December 11

number of memos of understanding to establish

This is Putin’s second visit since President a nuclear zone in Dabaa area to generate
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi took over the presidency, power and other investment zones. Economic
and this meeting is the eighth between the two cooperation increased by 80 percent due to the
presidents. President Sisi met President Putin increase of Egyptian agricultural products and
for the first time in 2014 during his visit to the increase of Russian oil products to Egypt.
Russia as a Defense Minister, then they held President Putin said the number of Russian
six summit meetings, three of which were in tourists visiting Egypt in 2014 hit 3 million
Russia, one in Cairo and two in China during with a 50 % increase due to the stability in
their presence in the G20 summit in 2016, and Egypt.
the BRICS summit in 2017.

On 8/5/2015, President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi

In August 2014, President Abdel-Fattah El- took part in Moscow’s celebrations marking
Sisi visited Moscow for talks with Russian the 70th anniversary of the victory over Nazi
President Vladimir Putin. Discussions focused Germany in World War II.
on Middle East developments in Gaza, Libya,

On 25/8/2015, President Abdel Fattah El-

Iraq and Syria. The two sides agreed on the Sisi arrived in Moscow, kicking off a threeneed for greater global cooperation in the day official visit to Russia. He held talks with
fight against terrorism. Talks also dealt with Russian President Vladimir Putin, the fifth
political and economic developments in summit meeting between them, within the
Egypt. Sisi has already visited Russia twice special relationship binding the two countries.
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Rosatom to build $30bn El Dabaa nuclear power station in Egypt

Presidents Sisi and Putin watch as Egypt’s electricity minister and the director general of Rosatom sign an agreement to build a nuclear power
plant in Egypt.

Rosatom and Egypt’s Ministry of Electricity and Renewable Energy have signed notices
to proceed for contracts concerning development of the new $30bn El Dabaa nuclear power
plant.Under the deal, Rosatom will be responsible for providing nuclear fuel, spent fuel, and
operations and maintenance (O&M) related goods and services for the 4,800MW plant, as well
as undertaking construction work.
Rosatom director general Alexey Likhachev said: “The contracts we’ve signed are a recordbreaking deal in the history of the nuclear industry. The total cost of all four contracts amounts
to billions of US dollars, also being the biggest non-feedstock deal in Russian history.
“We offered our partners in Egypt a unique comprehensive agreement that spans the power
plant’s entire lifecycle, which is 70 to 80 years.” Rosatom will carry out personnel training at
the plant and will provide O&M solutions for the first ten years of its operational period.
Located in the Matrouh region on the Mediterranean coast, the El Dabaa project will
comprise four water-water energetic reactor (VVER) 1,200 units, each with a capacity of
1,200MW. The nuclear reactors will be owned and operated by Egypt’s Nuclear Power Plants
Authority, which is a part of the Ministry of Energy. Once operational, the plant will ensure
competitive electricity pricing over a period of 60 years in Egypt.
In November 2015, El-Sisi oversaw the signing of the deal between Egypt and Russia to
establish the first Egyptian nuclear power plant. Expected to be completed within 12 years, the
Dabaa plant will be the largest Russian-Egyptian project since the Aswan Dam, the then-head
of Rosatom said during the signing ceremony in 2015.
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Egypt denounces recognition of Jerusalem as Israeli capital

Clashes erupting at Jerusalem shrine

Following the US decision to move held an emergency session in Rabat lately
its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, defending the Arab identity of Jerusalem.
the Egyptian political leadership began The Arab parliament recommended setting
contacting all Arab leaders and a number up a headquarters of the Palestinian National
of foreign officials to draft an international Council in Al Quds. Egypt has consistently
resolution against the US decision. Also, maintained its full support for a two-state
Egypt’s representative to the UNSC called solution along the 1967 borders with East
for holding an emergency session to get the Jerusalem as the capital of the Palestinian
US administration to withdraw its decision. state.
The Egyptian parliament also issued a

Presidential spokesperson Bassam Radhi

strongly-worded statement condemning the said US President Donald Trump called
US decision while the pan-Arab parliament President Sisi to discuss the “planned decision
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by the American administration to move the US embassy to Jerusalem.” Sisi, according to
Radhi, told Trump the Egyptian position is “to maintain the legal status of Jerusalem in the
framework of international… decisions.” He also affirmed “the necessity of not complicating
the state of the region by taking measures that would undermine the chances for peace in the
Middle East.”
President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi told Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in a phone call
that Egypt rejects the decision by US
President Donald Trump to officially
recognize Jerusalem as the capital
of Israel, the Egyptian presidency
announced. Shortly after Trump’s
announcement, the Egyptian foreign
ministry released a statement officially
condemning the decision, warning
that it could negatively affect the
Palestinian-Israeli peace process.

The Egyptian foreign ministry Sameh shoukry

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi also invited Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to Cairo
to discuss U.S. President Donald Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and
“ways to deal with the crisis in a manner that preserves the rights of the Palestinian people and
their national sanctities and their legitimate right to establish an independent state with East
Jerusalem as its capital”.
Egypt expressed its denouncement regarding the United States’ decision to recognize
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and moving the U.S. embassy there, an Egyptian Foreign
Ministry statement read. The ministry assured that such a unilateral decision is a violation of
the international legislation resolutions, adding that this would not change the legal posture of
Jerusalem, which is already under occupation.
The statement mentioned several international legislative resolutions on Jerusalem, topped
by:
• The U.N. Security Council resolution No. 242 in 1967 regarding the withdrawal from the
lands occupied in 1967, including Jerusalem.
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• The U.N. Security Council resolution No. 478 in 1980, which rejected the Israeli
government’s decision on considering Jerusalem as an eternal capital of Israel.
• The U.N. Security Council resolution No.
2334 in 2016, as it reaffirmed that Israel’s
establishment of settlements on Palestinian
territory occupied since 1967, including East
Jerusalem, had no legal validity, constituting a
flagrant violation under international law and
a major obstacle to the vision of two states
living side-by-side in peace and security within
internationally recognized borders.
The ministry expressed Egypt’s extreme
concern regarding the potential fallouts of this decision, especially on the stability of the region,
as such a decision can provoke Arabs and Muslims because of the major spiritual, cultural and
historic position of the holy city of Jerusalem.
The ministry warned against risks of the decision’s impact on the future of the peace process,
especially on the exerted efforts for resuming negotiations between Palestine and Israel, aiming
at achieving justice and comprehensive peace, as well as establishing an independent Palestine
with Jerusalem as its capital.
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi made a telephone call with Jordanian King Abdullah II
during which they discussed developments related to Jerusalem in light of the US decision to
recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, and move the US embassy to the city.
King Abdullah stressed the importance of supporting the Palestinians in their quest to
establish an independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital. He also highlighted
the need to intensify Arab, Islamic and international efforts to protect the rights of Palestinians,
Muslims and Christians in Jerusalem, which is key to achieving peace and stability in the
region.
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi stressed Egypt’s firm stance on the necessity of preserving
the legal and historical status of Jerusalem in a meeting with Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas in Cairo.
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The two leaders had a
prolonged session of talks
on the latest developments
in the Palestinian cause
following a recent US
decision

to

Jerusalem
capital

and

recognize
as

Israel’s
move

its

embassy to the city.
President Sisi asserted
Egypt will continue to

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, left, meets with President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi in Cairo

support the Palestinian people’s legitimate rights to establish an independent state with East
Jerusalem as its capital.
Abbas, for his part, said the US decision was surprise at a time when the Palestinian
authority offers flexibility and readiness to reach a settlement based on the two-state solution
and recognition of East Jerusalem as Palestine’s capital in line with the pre-1967 borders.
The two sides tackled the dangerous repercussions of the US decision on the status of
Jerusalem and the Middle East peace process, the spokesman said.
They agreed to continue coordination and consultation and exploit the current international
momentum opposing the US decision, he added.
During his visit to Cairo, Russian President Vladimir Putin commended the Palestinian
reconciliation that was inked in October in Cairo between Fatah and Hamas movements, saying
that Egypt and Russia stress the necessity of an immediate direct Israeli- Palestinian dialogue
to tackle all contentious issues including the status of Jerusalem.
He referred to the importance of fair and long-term agreements between the Palestinians
and Israelis that cope with the interests of both sides while decisions should go in line with
resolutions that had been already adopted by the international community.
The Russian president voiced Russia’s support to the UN Security Council (UNSC)
resolutions, affirming that steps prior to the results of the Palestinian-Israeli negotiations are
useless and destabilizing.
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Egypt filed a draft resolution to the UNSC on Jerusalem
The United States has vetoed a UN resolution that would have required President Donald
Trump to rescind his declaration of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. The Egyptian-drafted
Security Council resolution was approved by the 14 other council members, a reflection of the
depth of global opposition to Trump’s action.
Foreign Ministry Spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid said Egypt regrets UN Security Council’s
failure to pass Egyptian-drafted resolution concerning Jerusalem. Earlier, Egypt filed a
draft resolution to the UN Security Council urging US President Donald Trump to rescind
his declaration of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. The resolution reflects international
community’s rejection to Trump’s decision that aims at changing the situation of the city, Abu
Zeid.
The Egyptian-drafted Security Council resolution was approved by the 14 other member
states, a reflection of the depth of global opposition to Trump’s action. He added that the Arab
group in the UN will convene later to assess the situation and determine the next step in order
to defend the status of Al Jerusalem.

Abul Gheit: US decision on Jerusalem “null and void”
Arab League Secretary General Ahmed Abul Gheit
termed as “null and void” the US decision to relocate the
US Embassy to Jerusalem and recognizing it as a capital
of Israel in a breach of all relevant international laws.
Addressing an urgent meeting of the Arab parliament on
Jerusalem, Abul Gheit said the international agreements
Arab League Secretary General Ahmed
Abul Gheit

and laws have reiterated that Jerusalem is an eternal
capital for the Palestinian state.

He pressed the need for activating an Arab mechanism to defend the holy city in response to
the US decision, calling for organizing a diplomatic campaign to counter such decision.
Addressing the meeting, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, whose word was delivered
by Palestinian Foreign Minister Riyad al Maliki, praised the Arab parliament’s swift action to
counter the US decision to recognize Jerusalem as a capital of Israel. He said the US decision
is a continuation of the Israeli breaches against the Palestinian people.
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Arab foreign ministers attend a meeting on Jerusalem at the Arab League in Cairo

He asserted the necessity of maintaining the Palestinian rights, adding that US President
Donald Trump’s decision is undermining all ways to push forward the peace process and the
two-state solution.
The Palestinian president asserted the necessity of taking clear-cut decisions at the Arab and
international levels to boycott the US diplomatically and economically.
Arab League Secretary General Ahmed Abul Gheit met in Cairo with Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas. The meeting deeply discussed ways to deal with with US president Donald
Trump’s decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. It also dealt with Arab diplomatic
action planned to be taken to reduce negative impacts of the US decision.
Abbas reviewed during the meeting steps to be taken by the Palestinian side to respond to
the unfair decision that isolates the US and undermined its role as a historic sponsor of the
peace process between the Palestinians and Israel.
Abul Gheit termed as clear and firm the Arab consensus on rejecting and condemning the
US decision. He said that the Arab League will continue to move on the diplomatic and media
tracks, as mandated by a recent meeting of the Arab foreign minsiter, to turn this position into
concrete steps.
The Arab League will not hesitate to support any position or course the Palestinians decide
to take to respond to the unjust US decision, he said.
16

FM: Jerusalem decisions of OIC summit, Arab FMs
complement each other
Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry said

The

extraordinary

summit

of

the

the decisions on Jerusalem issued by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
emergency meeting of the Arab
League ministerial council
and the extraordinary
summit

of

the

held in Istanbul, called on the
US to revoke its decision
recognizing

Jerusalem

as capital of Israel,

Organization

affirming

of

condemnation

Islamic

Conference (OIC)

and

complement

this decision and

each

the US President’s

other.

In

statements, Shoukry
said all parties exerted
strenuous efforts with the
aim of protecting the holy city of
Al Quds and keep its identity and legal status.

rejection

its

announcement

of

to

relocate the American
embassy in the city, OIC
posted on its website.
In its final communiqué, the summit held

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry headed the US administration fully responsible for
to Istanbul to participate in the extraordinary the repercussions of refusing to disavow
summit of the Organization of Islamic this unlawful decision, taking it as a clear
Cooperation (OIC) on the US decision to desertion by the US administration of its role
recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. as peace broker. The Summit also dismissed
Shoukry reviewed the Egyptian stance the decision as a gift to Israel for its continuous
rejecting the US decision as well as its renouncement of agreements and blatant
consequences. He also tackled the outcome of breach to international legitimacy.
Egypt’s contacts to curb the negative impact

The call was also for the OIC member states

of the decision, the most recent of is the to impose political and economic restrictions
Egyptian-Palestinian summit.

on States, officials, parliaments, companies
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Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry participated in Istanbul summit on Jerusalem

and individuals recognizing Israeli annexation of Jerusalem, or engaging in any form with
measures aimed at perpetuating Israeli colonization of the occupied Palestinian territories.
On the need to internationalize peace, the Communiqué called on international actors to
promote a multilateral political process, to resume an internationally sponsored, credible
process to achieve lasting peace based on the two-state solution.

Azhar’s Grand Imam, Coptic Pope reject Pence meeting over
Jerusalem
Grand Sheikh of Al-Azhar, Ahmed Al-Tayeb, has rejected a meeting request by US Vice
President Mike Pence in protest of the US decision this week to recognize Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel, Al-Azhar said in a statement. “I will not sit with the people who forge history,
steal people’s rights, and attack their holy places,” Al-Tayeb said, adding that with this decision
“they give what they do not own to those who did not earn it”. Al-Tayeb stressed that the US
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president should “immediately
reverse

this

illegitimate

illegal

and

decision,”

the

statement, which was published
on Al-Azhar’s Facebook page,
said.
Egypt’s Coptic Church head
Pope Tawadros II cancelled
a

meeting

with

US Vice

President Mike Pence in Cairo
later this month in protest
of Washington’s decision to
Grand Sheikh of Al-Azhar, Ahmed Al-Tayeb

recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s

capital, the church said. US President Donald Trump’s decision “did not take into account the
feelings of millions of Arab
people,” the church said in a
statement, adding it decided
not to receive Pence when his
visits Egypt. “The Egyptian
Coptic

Orthodox

Church

declines to receive American
Vice President Mike Pence,”
it said, adding it would pray
for “wisdom and to address
all issues that impact peace
for the people of the Middle
East”.

Egypt’s Coptic Church head Pope Tawadros II
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Al Azhar, Egypt’s mufti hail UN resolution on Jerusalem
Al Azhar welcomed and
hailed a resolution that has been
approved by the UN General
Assembly December 21 to
reject decisions and measures
aiming to change the status of
Jerusalem and its demographic
composition,

considering

them illegal and invalid. In a
statement, Al Azhar stressed
that such resolution, that was
supported by 128 states, reflects

Mufti of Egypt Shawki Allam

the international will refusing the US’s decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. Al
Azhar called on the US administration to withdraw its decision and abide by the objectives
for which the UN was established, topped by maintaining international peace and security,
stressing the Arab status and Palestinian identity of Jerusalem that can never be changed.
Mufti of Egypt Shawki Allam hailed a resolution that has been approved by the UN
General Assembly December 21 rejecting US President Donald Trump’s decision to recognize
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, that was voted by 128 states. In a statement, Allam said that the
overwhelming vote against Trump’s Jerusalem decision, reveals the international consensus
in favor of the Palestinian rights and contributes to supporting such rights in the legal and
international spheres.
He extended thanks to the world states for supporting the Palestinian rights and enhancing
the international conventions. He also called on all Islamic and Arab countries along with
organizations and institutions concerned to intensify their efforts and make use of the UN
recent resolution to affirm the Palestinian rights in establishing an independent state with
Jerusalem as its capital.
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Egypt Emphasizes its African Role by Hosting
“Africa 2017” Forum

African leaders meet in Sharm el-Sheikh to promote investment and trade at Africa 2016 Forum

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi opened the Africa 2017 Forum in the Red Sea resort of Sharm
El Sheikh. Guinean President Alpha Condé, Rwandan President Paul Kagame, Côte d’Ivoire
President Alassane Ouattara and Somali President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed attended the
opening session. Chairman of the African Union Commission Moussa Faki and a number of
African prime ministers, ministers, officials, chairpersons of companies, investors and youths
from Africa were also present.
The Egyptian political leadership was keen on achieving effective cooperation between
African countries and on achieving sustainable development, which would positively affect
the African people’s lives through cooperation in attracting investments. The forum came
in completion of the great success achieved by Africa 2016 Forum held last year under the
auspices of President El-Sisi in Sharm El-Sheikh, where 1400 individuals and 6 presidents
participated and 300 meetings between the public and private sectors were held. The forum
was an opportunity for gathering policy-makers, financial institutions and investors from
22

Africa and worldwide to promote investment in strategic sectors, given that Egypt served
as an investment gate for Africa. The forum also contributed to supporting and promoting
investment between the world and Africa through Egypt.
Egypt emphasized its African role by hosting the “Africa 2017” Forum, which is considered
the largest investment gathering in the continent to present the available investment
opportunities, which would contribute to achieving sustainable and inclusive growth, thereby
providing African people with millions of job opportunities by making use of their natural
resources and implementing major projects based on such resources. This would raise their
standard of living and improve their incomes, besides eliminating the problems of poverty and
migration in search of job opportunities.

President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi called on African leaders to invest in education so that the continent’s peoples can acquire the skills
to contribute to the region’s economic growth

The forum included holding sessions for national projects and available investment
opportunities in Egypt, besides organizing a form for entrepreneurs and rapid-growth
companies as well as hearing sessions for entrepreneurs. The sessions also aim to discuss
common challenges faced by startups, including funding, opening new markets, leadership
skills, and providing investors with ideas. The forum also provided the opportunity to establish
partnerships between entrepreneurs, companies and participating financial institutions. The
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forum included several open sessions for discussing various vital issues, including private
economic zones, cities, and urban development; new energy and the future of energy generation
and distribution; long-term investment; reforms of the business environment; trade and crossborder investment, especially among African countries; available investment opportunities
in the Continent; and success stories of African businesswomen in the field of business and
investment. Several sectors of strategic importance and comprehensive topics, including
agriculture, infrastructure, and energy, were also covered.
120 speakers from ministers, major companies and entrepreneurs in all fields worldwide
were invited to participate at the forum targeted 20 million job opportunities till 2035.

Sisi urged continued efforts to boost joint African action

President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi called on African leaders to invest in education so that the continent’s peoples can acquire the
skills to contribute to the region’s economic growth

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi stressed the need to continue efforts to boost the joint African
action in a way that reflects “our vision on the future of Africa as aspired by its peoples.”
Opening the Africa 2017 forum in Sharm El Sheikh, Sisi welcomed the participants to the
forum. African nations are working hard together for the second consecutive year to boost
their joint action, the president said. Sharm El Sheikh hosted the first edition of the African
24

forum last year.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi stressed 50 years.
the need to continue efforts to boost the joint

President Sisi said that Egypt was keen

African action in a way that reflects “our to host the second edition of Africa 2017
vision on the future of Africa as aspired by forum so that the forum could be a chance to
its peoples.” Opening the Africa 2017 Forum exchange expertise, ideas and work together
in Sharm El Sheikh, Sisi welcomed the on developing mechanisms to encourage
participants to the forum. African nations investments. He underlined the government’s
are working hard together for the second economic reform program and the ongoing
consecutive year to boost their joint action, sustainable growth in Egypt. He further added
the president said. Sharm El Sheikh hosted Egypt is working on developing a number
the first edition of the African forum last year. of major national projects and setting an
The president said that achieving African investment map, which includes all investment
nations’ aspiration to a better future requires opportunities across the country.
hard work, which began in Sharm El Sheikh

The president pointed out to the issuance

at all levels.He explained that attracting FDIs of the new investment law and its executive
and capital flows to Africa represents a new regulation that give more incentives for
reality to the continent and puts it in the investors and easing the required procedures
position it deserves on the world economic for investors. The new law aims to increase
map, contributes to achieving socio-economic local and foreign investments and encourage
justice to the African peoples and opening the participation of the private sector in
new horizons for their future.
President Sisi reaffirmed that the future of

national projects.
Sisi underlined Egypt’s efforts to ease

Egypt, as an African country, is linked to the investments of African countries in the
future of all African nations. Egypt attaches country. Egypt continues to exert efforts to
great importance to shore up all efforts meet its commitment towards integration
aimed at achieving economic integration in in Africa in light of the African Union’s
Africa with a view to attaining the goals of initiatives and regional projects which aim to
the African Union Agenda 2063, which is a develop the infrastructure in the continent and
strategic framework for the socio-economic establish networks to link African countries
transformation of the continent over the next together, as well as achieving integration.
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The president underscored the navigation with the cumulative total reaching 9 billion
line project that links Victoria lake with the dollars, a matter that helps securing jobs for
Mediterranean sea and the Cairo-Cape Town youths of the African continent. President Sisi
road project, which aims to boost trade concluded his speech before the Africa 2017
exchange between African countries. He said forum by wishing success to the activities of
that the government encourages Egyptian the forum.
investors to do business in African countries,

President Sisi voiced his confidence that

especially in the construction, infrastructure, the participants will exert all their efforts
energy, mining, agriculture, communication to contribute effectively in developing the
and information technology fields.

mechanisms of regional integration, as well

He underlined the volume of Egyptian as boosting market competitiveness to attract
investments in Africa during last year more investments with the view to developing
amounted to more than 1 billion dollars, the research and innovation fields.

Flags of countries participating in the Africa 2017 Forum
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Alpha Condé: Egypt is a witness of African solidarity
vision to bring together different regions of
Africa. Egypt has played a historic role for
the independence and progress of Africa,
Kagame told the opening session of Africa
2017 Forum, held in Egypt. He asserted
that the future and prosperity of Africa will
be achieved through the comprehensive
private sector.
Guinean President Alpha Condé

Speaking at the forum, Côte d’Ivoire

Guinean President Alpha Condé called for President Alassane Ouattara said that
trusting African businessmen, saying they Africa possesses 60 percent of arable lands
are as experienced as those outside Africa. and has diverse sources of energy. Egypt,
Speaking at the opening session of the Africa Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of
2017 forum in Sharm El Sheikh, Condé called Congo will be among the world’s 10 most
for eliminating the state of pessimism that hits populated countries, which will give power
investments in Africa. Africa is rich in natural to Africa. Lack of infrastructure affects the
and human resources that should be exploited development in Africa, he said, calling for
to improve investments, he said. Africa did not concentrating investments in Africa in the
make good use of its investment potentials and education, health, industry and technology
failed to convey the right image to investors, sectors. The World Bank asserted Africa
he added. Africa is the least risky in terms
of investments around the world, he stressed.
He called on African countries to adopt
approaches that can help spur investments and
boost economy.
Rwandan President Paul Kagame has
lauded President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s

Chairman of the African Union Commission Moussa Faki
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needs 93 billion dollars a year to meet its needs
of infrastructure of investments, he said.
Chairman of the African Union Commission
Moussa Faki said that Africa has been
experiencing terrorist acts for a decade that
affect the ability to achieve economic and
social development. Speaking at the Africa
2017 Forum in Sharm El Sheikh, he called
for building partnerships between the private

Head of COMESA Regional Investment Agency Heba Salama

and public sectors to achieve comprehensive more cross-border trade will be generated,
development in Africa. Regional and financial she said. By 2020, Africa will need 93 billion
changes as well as instability and climate dollars a year to invest in and renew the
changes were obstacles to progress and infrastructure, she added.
development in Africa in the past period, he

International Cooperation and Investment

added. Such challenges should be addressed Minister Sahar Nasr said that President Abdel
through achieving the goal of integration in Fattah El-Sisi has been keen on boosting
Africa according to the agenda of 2063, he consultation and political coordination with
said. He voiced hope that the Africa 2017 all African countries since he took office.
forum will encourage entrepreneurship in The empowerment of youths and supporting
Africa.

entrepreneurship

are

top

priorities

for

Head of COMESA Regional Investment President Sisi, she told Africa 2017 Forum in
Agency Heba Salama expressed her gratitude Sharm El Sheikh. The State offers packages
for President Sisi for devoting time and of finance and technical support for youths, in
efforts for Africa. Egyptian companies of addition to establishing investment, industrial
entrepreneurs have become eco-friendly and and technological zones, she added. She
entrepreneurs have started to work in the pointed to President Sisi’s recent decision
renewable energy in South Africa, she said at to set up Africa’s first regional entrepreneur
the Africa 2017 Forum in Sharm El Sheikh. center. Nasr urged the African investors to
When a better infrastructure is established, give priority to investment inside Africa.
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At round-table meeting on sidelines of Africa 2017:
Sisi thanks Egyptians for bearing difficulties
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi thanked the government over the past three to four years
Egyptian people for bearing difficulties over to establish infrastructure in the electricity,
the past period, stressing that efforts exerted natural gas, roads sectors were meant to attract
included the establishment of developed more investments to Egypt.
infrastructure. "Challenges in Egypt were

The

president

reviewed

also

the

great", Sisi told a round-table meeting on the government's steps to amend laws to attract
sidelines of Africa 2017 Forum on investment investments. The moves included economic
opportunities in Egypt.

reforms which were termed by Sisi as a

Sisi asserted that "a great part of investment national program practically implemented
is linked to the people's will, noting that the and reviewed by the International Monetary
government has solved many problems facing Fund and other international institutions.
investors in Egypt. He said that only officials

Cairo also decided earlier this year to float

realize the reality of the conditions in Egypt. the local currency, said the president, adding
"It's easy for those who are not officials to that the government had managed to contain
talk," he added. The efforts exerted by the the consequences of this decision. He told
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investors attending the meeting that there are great investment opportunities in Egypt especially
in the Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZone). A documentary on the economic reforms in the
country was screened during the session.
Sisi said that the communications sector is one of the most important and developed sectors
compared to other domains. The government is keen on promoting this sector, he said. As
for women's empowerment, the president said that the government has supported Egyptian
women as they have a great role in maintaining stability and identity of Egypt.
"The government has taken several measures to enhance women’s rights," he said. The State
also offers investment opportunities for both male and female youths.
President Sisi said that the government encourages the private sector to invest in the education
field. "Six private universities are currently being established in the new administrative capital
and will be ready to be inaugurated within one year and half," he said.
He noted that the investors willing to invest in this domain should offer a good educational
program, adding that an accredited twinning certificate from one of the best 50 universities in
the world is required to allow the establishment of a new private university in the country. Sisi
also underlined that the country appreciates businessmen, adding that they have great role in
building nations.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and Rwandan President President Paul Kagame attending a session on ‘driving African Entrepreneurship’
during the Africa 2017 Forum in Sharm el-Sheikh on December 7
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At conclusion of Africa 2017 Forum:
Sisi stresses youths are most valuable resources

Minister of International Cooperation Sahar Nasr speaks during the closing session of the Africa 2017

Minister of Investment and International Cooperation said that President Abdel Fattah ElSisi stressed that youths are the most valuable resources Egypt has. The minister explained in
the conclusion of the activities of the Africa 2017 Forum, which was held under the auspices
of President Sisi, that achieving development and prosperity of the peoples of the African
continent is what has been witnessed in Sharm El Sheikh over the past three days during the
forum’s activities.
Nasr thanked Sisi for his support to hold a successful forum, which focused on the
opportunities and challenges facing youths to engage in entrepreneurship, adding that some
youths had promising projects.
She expressed her happiness for the participation of several heads of state, ministers,
investors and entrepreneurs, as well as chairmen of regional organizations, pointing out that
the number of participants reached nearly 3,000.
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CAIRO ICT

launches first mobile phone manufactured in Egypt

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi inaugurated exhibition and forum on the ICT industry
the 21st round of Cairo ICT - the international and community. CAIRO ICT brings the
telecommunications, information technology latest solutions/products, the most important
fair at the newly-established Cairo International innovators and influencers, and the most
Conference Center at Tagammu el-Khamis. comprehensive conference topics. Several
CAIRO ICT is a regional market-leading regional and international communication
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companies are taking part in the fair which the government’s goal must be providing
expounds various innovations in the field of them with the best ways to innovate.
technology transfer, communications and

The

president announced that the

other relevant topics. “Expect the Unexpected” government had agreed with the United
is the slogan of the 2017 round, signifying Nations to launch a regional center to
that technology brings the unexpected to support technological innovation in Egypt.
people’s lives, thus requiring a major shift The center is considered the first of its kind
in their perception and understanding of in Africa and the Middle East and its first
matters. Telecommunication and Information phase aims at providing creative solutions
Technology Minister Yasser el Qady offered to challenges facing the education, health,
a present to President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi; industry and agriculture domains. Egypt
the first mobile phone manufactured in Egypt. is seeking development in various fields
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi asserted despite all obstacles facing it, the president
that

information

technology

sector

is said, adding that the government is totally

considered a milestone in the country’s supporting information technology sector.
plan to reach an integrated e-society.

The president listened to a detained

This came in his speech during the explanation on the pavilions of the exhibition
21st round of Cairo ICT - 2017, the from
international

telecommunications

in

international
5th

Settlement

of

Communication

and

and Information Technology Yasser el-Qadi.

information technology fair, held in the
new

Minister

More than 500 international companies are

conference

center taking part in the fair.The minister said the

district

Cairo. exhibition witnessed several achievements

in

The president said that the recent projects in in the field of information technology
communication and information technology and communication. It also witnessed the
field aim at introducing technology in all the launch of the G4 mobile service, which
governorates as well as providing a better was announced in September, he added.
environment to build youth’s capabilities and The minister also noted that the G5 mobile
develop industry and electronics. He added service will be launched soon in Egypt to be
that investment in people especially youth the first country in the region to launch it.
is the best investment. He underlined that

A documentary was then played on progress
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achieved in the information technology sector in Egypt. It touched upon an initiative by
president Abdel Fattah El-Sisi to start electronics manufacturing services in Egypt. Qadi
greatly appreciated President
Sisi’s support for the IT
sector, which is credited for
introducing

technological

solutions at the different
state sectors. “We’re acting
to achieve strategic goals
of the sector based on the
2030

Egypt

vision,”

he

said. The aim is to achieve
a balanced and competitive
economy that takes into
consideration social justice, the

President Sisi inspects a Cairo ICT pavilion

minister added. Many initiatives had been launched over the past two years with the aim to
achieve sustainable development and improve the living condition of Egyptians, Qadi noted.
Qadi also talked about 4G services that were launched in September in order to improve the quality
of services offered to citizens. A fourth operator of mobile phone services is now in the market,
he noted. Two technology zones will be inaugurated in Beni Sweif and Sadat city in the near
future, the minister went on to say, adding such zones would serve as pillars of development in the
different governorates.Those zones also provide job and training opportunities for youth, Qadi said.
The IT industry is indeed an effective tool of change where doing business is concerned,
the communications minister acknowledged. He was grateful to all partners from the different
state institutions for their constructive cooperation with the Communications Ministry.
Qadi also thanked the Foreign Ministry and the UN for their efforts to launch a regional
center for technology innovation in Egypt. A national e-trade strategy has been launched,
also in cooperation with the UN, the minister announced, believing this is an important
step toward achieving sustainable development and installing rules of the digital economy.
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Glitzy Cairo Film Festival finale hosted Nicholas Cage,
Hilary Swank & Adrien Brody

American actor Nicolas Cage, actor Adrien Brody and actress Hilary Swank receive the honor award during the closing ceremony of the
39th Cairo International Film Festival in Cairo, November 30, 2017

Under the auspicious of the Ministry of Culture, the 39th Cairo International Film
Festival (CIFF) was held in Cairo from November 21 – 30, 2017 at the Opera House.
Some 175 films from 53 countries were screened in the festival. Guest of honor of the
festival is the Australian cinema where 10 Australian films were be screened. The 39th
edition of Cairo International Film Festival was dedicated to late singer and actress Shadia.
Cairo International Film Festival ended with a bang, with Hollywood stars Nicolas Cage,
Hilary Swank, and Adrien Brody attending the closing ceremony. Cairo Film Festival has been
ongoing nine days, and beyond movie screenings it has thrown a host of events and presented
awards to accomplished figures in the scene. In the opening ceremony, the veteran comedian Samir
Ghanem was awarded the ‘Faten Hamama Honorary Award’ for the major role he has played in
Egyptian comedy. Meanwhile, the ‘Faten Hamama Award of Excellence’ was presented to British
star Elizabeth Hurley, Egyptian actor Maged El Kedwany, and Tunisian actress Hend Sabry.
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The festival also included screenings
of top Hollywood movies including ‘The
Mountain Between Us’, starring Kate
Winslet and Idris Elba, and the film was
showcased in the presence of the film’s
director, Hany Abu Assad. The three
Hollywood stars attending the closing are a
wonderful addition to the festival, with each
boasting an award-winning career. After
building his stardom performing action and

Egyptian Comedian Samir Ghanem between his two daughters actresses
Emy and Donia

adventure movies like ‘Face/Off’, ‘National
Treasure’, and ‘Knowing’, Nicholas Cage
went on to win an Academy Award and a
Golden Globe Award for his portrayal of
an alcoholic writer in ‘Leaving Las Vegas’.
Meanwhile,

while

she

is

mainly

recognized for her sweet-but-tough-girl
roles, Hilary Swank gained global acclaim
for roles in movies like ‘PS I love you’,
‘Freedom Writers’, and ’Insomnia’. She is
also a major awards winner, securing two

Egyptian actor Maged El-Kedwany and Egyptian actress Liala Elwy during
the opening session. Emy and Donia

Oscars and two Golden Globes for her movies
‘Boys Don’t Cry’ and ‘Million Dollar Baby’.
Finally, Adrien Brody is mostly known
for his leading role in the huge blockbuster
‘King Kong’ as well as his performance in
‘The Pianist’, which earned him an Oscar. He
was also a nominee for two Emmys, one for
Outstanding Narrator for ‘Breakthrough’,
and the other for Outstanding Lead Actor
in a Limited Series or Movie for ‘Houdini’.

Tunisian actress Hind Sabri and Egyptain actor Ahmed Ezz during the
opening session
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Prizes of the 39th Cairo International Film Festival
(21st- 30th Nov.2017)
Official Competition Prizes
• The Golden Pyramid for Best Film Presented to the producer: “THE INTRUDER”
By: Leonardo Di Costanzo – (Italy, Switzerland, France).
• The Silver Pyramid-Special Jury Prize for Best Director: “KILLING JESUS” By:
Laura Mora (Colombia, Argentina).
• The Bronze Pyramid for Best First or Second work of a Director: “NINA” – By: Juraj
Lehotský (Slovak Republic, Czech Republic).
• Prize for Best Actor: “RAOUF BEN AMOR” for his performance in TUNIS BY
NIGHT By: Elyes Baccar- (Tunisia, France).
• Prize for Best Actress: “DIAMAND ABOU ABBOUD” for her performance in
“INSYRIATED” By: Philippe Van Leeuw – (Belgium, France, Lebanon).
• Naguib Mahfouz Prize for Best Screenplay: “LOS PERROS”- By: Marcela Said
(Chile, France, Argentine, Portugal)
• Prize for Best Artistic Contribution: “DISAPEARANCE” – By: Boudewijn Koole
(The Netherlands, Norway)
• The International Critics Prize (FIPRESCI PRIZE): “Killing Jesus” – By: Laura
Mora Ortega(Colombia, Argentina) (The first movie by Columbian Director Laura Mora
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Ortega for her artistic adaption to a complicated moral issue,
and raising questions about the responsibility of searching for
justice).

Horizons of New Arab Cinema Prizes
• Saad Eldin Wahba Prize for Best Arab Film: “GHOST
HUNTING”– By: Raed Andoni (France, Palestine,
Switzerland), (For its excellent dramatic adaptation,
introducing outside the box way in telling the story, and
giving the chance fothe watcher to interact with the story,
rather than directly telling the story to the watcher).
• Salah Abu Seif Prize (Special Jury Prize): “A CERTAIN
NASSER” By: Badih Massaad, Antoine Waked – (Lebanon)
(For its simplicity, events connections, and its ability to
discuss the case of sacrifice in the filmmaking industry,
through choosing a unique character on both personal and
artistic aspects).

International Critic’s Week Prizes
• Shadi Abdel Salam Prize for Best Film, awarded to the
director:”Ása Helga Hjörleifsdóttir” For “THE SWAN”(Iceland)
• Fathy Farag Prize for Best Artistic Contribution: For
”VILLAGE ROCKSTARS”32By: Rima Das – (India)

Cinema of tomorrow International Prizes
• Youssef Chahine Prize for Best Short Film: “ROOF
KNOCKING”- BY: SINA SALIMI-(ESTONIA)
• The Special Jury Prize: “CARGO”- BY: KARIM
RAHBANI – (LEBANON- Cyprus, France)
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84 Arabic musicians rejoice at 26th Arab Music Festival
The 26th Arab Music Festival featured 84 Arabic
musicians who partook in the festival, dedicated to
honoring the iconic singer, Mohsen Farouk, running
between November 1 and November 15. Eight Arabic
countries led performances in six theaters including
the Cairo Opera House, Arabic Music Institute,
Alexandria Opera House, and Damanhour Opera
House. The musicians and singers participating in
this edition included Medhat Saleh, Mohamed ElHelw, Ali El-Haggar, Nadia Mostafa, Lotfi Bushnaq,
Abdallah Al-Rowaished, Mohamed Tharwat, Hany Shaker and Safwan Bahlawan among
others.
Approximately 14 solo musicians participated in the festival including Cairo Opera House
director Enas Abdel Dayem, Contemporary Egyptian composer Omar Khairat, Salem Abdul
Kerem, pianist Hassan Sharara, and Rababa player and violinist Mahmoud Soror. The festival
also featured 31 choirs and orchestras including Ministry of Youth Orchestra, Iraqi National
Symphony Orchestra, and Abdel Halim Nowera Ensemble for Arab Music, among others.
Various iconic Arab music figures were honored such as Talal Maddah, Sayed Hegab, Rageh
Daoud, Raad Khalaf, and Amr Selim.
The 26th edition featured an array of other artistic activities such as a photography exhibition
for Farouk, seminar about Maddah and a calligraphy exhibition by Abdel Fattah; alongside a
scientific conference about music and drama
The

conference

will

tackle

the

challenges

facing

Arabic

and

impact

of drama music.

the

music

This year’s Arabic

Music

included

competition

three

categories including

Song
Egyptian Singer Ali El-Haggar
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Syrian Singer Safwan Bahlawan

Festival
Production,

Rababah Performance, and Heritage Songs Performance that will be dedicated for children.
The Festival management has dedicated November 2 to commemorate the 40th anniversary
of the departure of Abdel Halim Hafez، and November 11 to commemorate the late musician
Ali Ismail. The festival also featured the honoring of 24 celebrities and public figures who
have contributed to enriching the artistic life in Egypt and the Arab world on the sidelines of
the festival.
Tunisian superstar Saber El-Rebai performed at the closing ceremony of the Arabic Music
Festival 26th edition at Grand Theater of the Cairo Opera House.
He performed a number of his old and latest songs including، “Bibasata”، “Sharee Elgharam”, “Barsha” and others. This was El-Rebai’s second year to perform at this festival in
succession، where he performed in 2016 and shined through his performance.
The evening also featured the Awards Ceremony for the 26th edition of the Festival with the
attendee of Minister of Culture Helmy El-Namnam, Head of the Cairo Opera House Dr. Enas
Abdel Dayemand Director of the festival Jihan Morsi.
The Arabic Music Festival is an annual event that celebrates classic traditional Arabic music.
The main venue for the event is the Cairo Opera House which was opened in 1988 after the
original building was destroyed by fire in 1971. Located on Gezira Island in the Nile River, the
Opera House is part of a cultural district that includes the Museum of Egyptian Modern Arts
and the El-Hangar Theatre. The Arabic Music Festival was first held there in 1992. Since then,
the festival has been an occasion when the top Arabic instrumentalists, singers and ensembles
from around the world gather to perform.

Egyptian Singer Mohamed
El-Helw

Egyptian Singer Hani
Shaker

Egyptian Singer Medhat
Saleh

Tunisian Singer Lotfi
Bouchnak
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Egyptian Diva, Golden Epoch Actress,
Singer Shadia, Dies at 86

Shadia,

an Egyptian actress and singer who

captivated Arab audiences for decades, died. She was in her
late 80s. A stroke had left her in a coma at a Cairo military
hospital in December 2017.
Shadia, who was known for her silky and playful voice,
had roles in more than 100 films and recorded hundreds
of singles in a career that began in the late 1940s. She
belonged to an era in the Egyptian entertainment
industry that critics and entertainers called the
“beautiful” or “golden” age, a time that stretched
from the 1940s to the ’70s, when some of Egypt’s
most highly regarded movies were produced.
Her film roles ranged from those depicting
country girls, career women, to comical
portrayals of emotionally disturbed
women and hopeless romantics.Her fan
base reached across the Arab world. Her
roles ranged from willful country girls
and city career women to emotionally
disturbed women and hopeless romantics.
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Her roles in two films based on novels by the Egyptian Nobel laureate
Naguib Mahfouz won her lavish praise from Mr. Mahfouz himself.“Shadia is a top-quality
actress who managed to give the prose of my novels body, blood and a distinctive form,” he
once said about her roles as a rebellious woman in “Midaq Alley” (1963) and a prostitute in
“The Thief and the Dogs” (1962).
Her hit songs, most of them in Egypt’s distinctive vernacular Arabic, have been part of the
country’s entertainment scene for decades. One patriotic song, “Oh, Egypt, My Beloved,” is
often played on radio and television on national holidays. She also recorded playful, lighthearted
songs like “Drive Slowly So We Can Chill” that resonated with many Egyptians.
Shadia was born Fatimah Shaker but was known throughout her career by her single stage
name. Different sources list different years for her birth; the date most often cited is Feb. 8,
1931. Shadia was married three times but had no children. Two of her marriages were to film
stars, Imad Hamdy and Salah Zulfaqar, with whom she acted in some of her most successful
movies.
Shadia abruptly walked away from the entertainment business about three decades ago. She
donned the Islamic hijab and lived a life of nearly total seclusion. “I don’t want to wait until
the limelight slowly, slowly moves away from me,” she told an interviewer on her retirement.
“I don’t want to play the roles of old mothers in movies after people grew accustomed to
seeing me as the young woman in a lead role. I just don’t like people to see lines on my face.”
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Miss Russia 2003 on Twitter:
Welcome to Cairo
#Egypt

Miss Russia Victoria Lopyreva at Khufu Pyramids and Sun Boat Museum

Coinciding with Russian President Vlasimir Putin’s visit to Egypt, Miss Russia Victoria
Lopyreva visited Egypt in an attempt to revive Russian tourism in Egypt. In a press release, the
Tourism Ministry asserted that the visit by former Miss Russia and official ambassador of the
FIFA World Cup 2018 in Russia Victoria Lopyreva to Giza Pyramids helps reviving tourism in
Egypt. During her tour, Lopyreva hailed the Egyptian civilization and pyramids as well as the
Egyptian-Russian deeply-rooted relations.
Victoria Lopyreva visited the Giza Pyramids, where she captured many photos beside Khufu
Pyramid, as she was surprised by the architectural wonder. She visited Khufu Boat Museum
to learn more about the mysterious history of the pharaohs and ancient Egyptian civilization.
Miss Russia’s visit was well received, with many tourists taking selfies with her during
her visit to the Giza Pyramids amid great security precautions. Her beauty and formal role as
Good Will Ambassador significantly helps the promotion of Egypt. The 34-year-old model
will represent Russia at the 2018 World Cup in Russia. She won Miss Russia in 2003, which
she considers to be a turning point in her life. Since then, she has worked as a TV presenter
and actor.
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Salah wins 2017 BBC African Player of the Year award,
named November’s EA SPORTS Player of the Month

Salah carrying prestigious BBC African Player of the Year

Egypt and Liverpool star Mohamed Salah has been named the 2017 BBC African Player of
the Year, becoming the third-ever Egyptian to win the prestigious award. The award is annually
given to the best African footballer of the year, as voted by fans. The only other Egyptians to
have won the award are Mohamed Barakat and Mohamed Abou-Treika in 2005 and 2008
respectively. Barakat and Treika both won the award while playing for Al-Ahly, making the
Salah the first Egyptian to win the award playing abroad.
Mohamed Salah had a tremendous year for both club and country. In 2016/17, the 25-yearold had his best-ever season, scoring 19 goals in all competitions for Roma, despite missing
almost a month and a half due to his participation with the Egyptian national team at the Africa
Cup of Nations (AFCON). At the AFCON in Gabon, Salah was involved in four of Egypt’s
five goals with two goals and two assists as he led the Pharaohs to the final.
Salah’s performances earned him a €42 million move to Liverpool. At Liverpool, Salah has
been on fire, scoring 13 and assisting three in the Premier League. In addition to this, Salah has
five goals and two assists in the Champions League. Salah also led Egypt to their first World
Cup appearance in 28 years after scoring a last-minute winner against Congo to qualify the
Pharaohs for the 2018 World Cup.
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The Liverpool winger won the award over
teammate Sadio Mane, Chelsea’s Victor
Moses, Borussia Dortmund’s
Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang, and
future Liverpool
teammate

RB

Leipzig’s Naby
Keita.
“I am very
happy

to

win

this award,” the
25-year-old told BBC
Sport. “It’s always a special
feeling when you win something. I feel like I
had a great year, so I’m very happy.” “I want
to be the best Egyptian ever so I work hard,” added Salah, who is the third player from Egypt
to win the award and first since 2008.
Liverpool winger is also the first Egyptian Player of the Month in PL history after netting
seven goals in November 2017. Salah has been rewarded for his brilliant run of form in
November with the EA SPORTS Player of the Month award.
He scored twice in each of the victories against West Ham United, Southampton and Stoke
City, and also netted in the 1-1 draw with Chelsea. Salah, the Premier League’s top scorer
with 13 goals this season, received the most combined votes from a panel of experts, Premier
League captains and fans to claim the prize ahead of six other nominees.
Burnley’s Robbie Brady, Manchester City duo Kevin De Bruyne and Raheem Sterling,
Ashley Young of Manchester United, Chelsea’s Eden Hazard and Arsenal defender Shkodran
Mustafi were also nominated.
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Egypt’s El-Shorbagy & El-Welily crowned 2017 PSA World Champions

Mohamed El-Shorbagy and Raneem El-Welily

Egyptian duo Mohamed El-Shorbagy and Raneem El-Welily are the 2017 AJ Bell PSA
World Champions after an enthralling day of final action at Manchester Central Convention
Complex saw both players enter the history books by lifting the sport’s most prestigious title
for the first time. World No.2 El-Shorbagy, a runner-up at this tournament in 2012 and 2014 to
compatriot Ramy Ashour, prevailed over younger brother Marwan 11-5, 9-11, 11-7, 9-11, 11-6
in what was the first time two brothers had contested the final of the iconic tournament in its
41-year history. A nail-biting encounter went all the way down to the wire, until 26-year-old
Mohamed fired off seven successive points from 6-4 down in the decider to capture the biggest
title of his career and the 30th overall as his stunning form – which has seen him win six of his
last seven tournaments – continues.
El-Welily had also suffered two World Championship final defeats in the past – with the
2014 final seeing her surrender four championship balls against Malaysia’s Nicol David – but
it was third time lucky for the Cairo-based World No.2 after she came back from a game down
to defeat defending champion Nour El-Sherbini. El-Welily had lost out in straight games to
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Mohamed El-Shorbagy and Marawan El-Shorbagy

Nour El-Sherbini and Raneem El-Welily

El-Sherbini in the previous women’s World Championship final – which took place in ElGouna in April – and the scoreline looked to be heading down a familiar route as World No.1
El-Sherbini took the opening game for the loss of just three points. But a resilient El-Welily
battled back over the course of the next three games, taking a crucial second game on the
tie-break, before claiming wins in games three and four to wrap up a 3-11, 12-10, 11-7, 11-5
victory, which sees her capture a 16th career title on the PSAWorld Tour.
Their victories seem them take home over $45,000 each in prize money in what was the first
World Championships ever to feature equal prize money for men and women.

• Result – Final: 2017 Men’s AJ Bell PSA World Championships
[3] Mohamed ElShorbagy (EGY) bt [6] Marwan ElShorbagy (EGY) 3-2: 11-5, 9-11, 11-7,
9-11, 11-6 (71m)

• Result – Final: 2017 Women’s AJ Bell PSA World Championships
[2] Raneem El Welily (EGY) bt [1] Nour El Sherbini (EGY) 3-1: 3-11, 12-10, 11-7, 11-5
(43m)
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Egypt’s weightlifters cop gold, silver, bronze medals in World Champions

Egyptian weightlifter Mohamed Ihab

Egyptian weightlifter Mohamed Ihab gave the country its first gold medal at the World
Championship in 66 years, winning three golds in Anaheim, the United States. Ihab emerged
the winner in the snatch, clean and jerk and the total results in the men’s 77kg category to make
history for Egypt.
The country’s last gold medal at the World Championship was back in 1951 when the
legendary Said Gouda and Ibrahim Shams triumphed in Milan in the 60kg and the 67.5kg
contests respectively.
Ihab, winner of a bronze medal at the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, lifted 165kg
in the snatch and 196kg in the clean and jerk to achieve a total of 361kg. He won two medals
for the snatch and clean and jerk contests and one for the overall result. Ihab vowed before the
competition to give Egypt a long-awaited gold medal and he duly fulfilled his promise, putting
on another impressive display. He wept with joy following his successful and final attempt in
the clean and jerk.
Ihab started his weightlifting career when he was 18 years old, participating in the Arab
weightlifting championship in 2007 in Egypt. He won three gold medals despite being the
youngest weightlifter in the championship. He then took part in the Youth World Championship
in the Czech Republic, achieving fifth place in the world youth ranking. After finishing fourth
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in the 2008 Olympic Games, Ihab faded away for five years, struggling with injury.
He made his return at the 2014 World Championship in Kazakhstan, in the 69kg category.
He won bronze after lifting 152kg in snatch, the silver in clean and jerk with 182kg, lifting a
total of 334kg to claim an overall silver.A year later he moved one category up, at the 77kg. He
originally won the bronze medal at the 2015 World Championship, setting an Arab and African
record of 201kg at clean and jerk, breaking the old mark of 197kg. He was later awarded the
silver medal after North Korea’s Kim Kwang-song was banned for doping.
Egyptian weightlifter Sara Ahmed won gold at the World Championship held in Anaheim,
United States from 28 November to 5 December 2017. Ahmed emerged as winner of the clean
and jerk competition in the 69kg category after successfully lifting 136kg in her third attempt.
Sara, 19, had won the 2015 World Youth Weightlifting Championships and finished in fourth
place at the 2015 World Weightlifting Championships. The 2017 event saw Colombia’s Leidy
Solís earn the silver medal after lifting 135kg, while the bronze medal went to the United
States’ Ann Rogers who lifted 131kg.
This comes few hours after Egypt’s Mohamed Ihab made history by winning three gold
medals at the World Championship, becoming the first African World Champion in a men’s
event since 1984.
Egyptian national team weightlifter Shaymaa Khalaf won the silver medal of the snatch
competitions

in

the 90+ kilograms
category

in

the

Weightlifting World
Championship held
in the United States.
She also won the
bronze

medal

of

the total weight she
had lift in the same
category as well.
Egyptian weightlifter Sara Ahmed

Egyptian national team weightlifter Shaymaa Khalaf
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